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political institutions of the New 
England colonies were original, 
without a precedent in the his- 
tory of civil states ; so the re- 
ligious order of the churches 
was formed upon a model, found 
only in the precepts of the 
divine Redeemer, and in the 
Chistian churches of the primi- 
tive times. The civilian had his 
gnideinthebest political writings 
of various nations, and in the 
many precepts upon civil gov- 
ernment contained in the word 
of God: the divine had his 
guide in the unerring truths of 
inspiration, and in the concise 
history which remains of the 
early period of the Christian 
church : but both were called 
to strike out a new path, new 
in the history of churches and 
states of many ages; and, by 
the lights which they enjoyed, 
guided by the most careful in- 
vestigation ef the human char- 
acter, to establish this prepared 
habitation for the divine blessing 
oa most salutary and durable 
foundation. One of the most 
eminent instruments employed 
in the accomplishment of this 
great work, was the celebrated 
minister of Boston, the 

Rev. JOUN COTTON. 
After mentioning the arrival of 
Mr. Cotton, in company with 
Mr. Haynes, Mr. Hooker, Mr. 
Stone, and others ; Mr. Hutch- 
inson remarks, “ Mr. Cotton is 
supposed to have been more 
instrumental in the settlement 
of their civil as well as ecclesi- 
astical polity than any other 
person.” 

Mr. Cotton was born in the 
town of Derby, the county town 
of Derbyshire, December, 1585. 
Descended from avery repu- 
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table ancestry, his immediate 
parents held a respectable sta- 
tion in society, but were more 
distinguished for their eminent 
piety. His father was bred to 
the profession of the law, and 
spent most of his days in the 
practice. He was much dis. 
tinguished for persuading par. 
lies to come to a settlement of 
their disputes, and avoid a legal 
trial—This son was a child of 
many hopes and many prayers, 
His infant mind was nurtured 
by the care of a most faithful 
mother, and received early im- 
pressions of the reality and im- 
portance of the truths of God. 
He was early placed at school, 
under the care of a judicious 
rinstructor in his native town.— 
The powers of his mind, and 
the assiduity of his application 
soon caused him to be distin- 
guished, and enabled him to 
make al uncommon progress 
in his studies. At the age of 
thirteen, he was admitted a 
member of Trinity College in 
Cambridge. While at College, 
he was distinguished for his 
application to study, and for an 
uncommon proficiency in sci- 
ence. During his residence at 
the University, he was elected 
a Fellow of Emmanuel College. 
At his admission to the fellow- 
ship, he was required to pass a 
ery strict examination ; on 
which occasion, he was directed 
to render in English from the 
Hebrew, the latter part of the 
third chapter of Isaiah, supposed 
to be as difficult as any passage 
in the Old Testament. He per- 
formed the service with accura- 
cy and great applause.—Soon 
after this, he commenced a 
preacher, and delivered some . 
occasional discourses in the 
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presence of the University.— 
The extensive learning, the 
elegance of composition, and 
the eloquent delivery of these 
sermons procured Mr. Cotton 
much distinction and fame at 
the University. But though he 
was a profound scholar and an 
eloquent orator, and free from 
any special immoralities of lite, 
he did not possess the first 
qualifications of a minister of 
Christ ; the sanctifying grace 
of God in his heart. This 
he fully testified of himself, 
through the remainder of hislife. 

During the period of his pu- 
pillage at the University, his 
mind was much impressed with 
a solemn sense of divine things, 
under the ministry of that em- 
inently pious, puritan divine, 
Mr. William Perkins. He was 
strictly Calvinistic in sentiment 
and one of the most noted prac- 
tical preachers of his time. But 
these early impressions upon 
the mind of Mr. Cotton proved 
to be temporary, and the ardor 
with which he pursued his lit- 
erary studies seemed to allow 
no time to seek the welfare of 
his immortal soul. And it is 
said that the death of Mr. Per- 
kins, when Mr. Cotton was 
seventeen years of age, gave 
him a secret satisfaction, expect- 
ing a release from those stings 
of a wounded conscience, and 
those alarming views of the 
eternal state, which his pungent 
preaching would ever excite in 
his mind. But the faithful dedi- 
cation and persevering prayers 
of his pious parents were not 
forgotten on high, and though 
one instrument was removed, 
the Holy Spirit would not for- 
sake his soul. Not long after 
he commenced a preacher, he 
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was very deeply impressed by 
a solemn sermon on the insuf- 
ficiency of a negative right- 
eousness, or a mere blameless 
character in the view of men. 
He soon became sensible of his 
lost state, and found that, with 
all his learning and fime, he 
must perish for ever, unless sa- 
ved by the free grace and un- 
merited mercy of God. In this 
state of mind he cuntinued for 
nearly three years. Hecontinued 
to pursue his studies, directing 
his attention, principally, to di- 
vinity. It pleased the holy 
Comforter, at length, to bring 
him out of the gloomy valley, 
and to give him to realize the 
hope and the joy of the believer. 
He was now animated with new 
views of divine truth, and with 
a new zeal to preach the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. 
Soon after this, being called to 
preach before the university, 
instead of a rich entertainment 
of science, as was expected, he 
gave his learned audience a 
plain, solemn, and affectionate 
discourse on the doctrine of re- 
pentance. Great was the dis- 
appointment. The most of his 
hearers were displeased; but 
some were much affected, and 
found no relief from the sor- 
rows of a wounded spirit, till 
they were brought, by divine 
grace, to submit unconditional- 
ly to God. 

Some time after this import- 
ant change in the character of 
Mr. Cotton, he received a call 
from the town of Boston, in 
Lincolnshire, to settle in that 
place in the work of the minis- 
try. He was much attached 
to his residence at Cambridge, 
yet after seeking earnestly for 
divine direction, he thought it 
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his daty to accept the call.— 
Soon after his settlement, his 
fidelity & abilities were brought 
to a severe test. The senti- 
ments of Arminians had just 
begun to prevail in the nation; 
and being congenial to the na- 
tural temper of the human 
heart, they obtained a very ra- 
pid increase. Several of the 
principal people of Boston, a- 
mong whom was a physician 
of great learning and a subtle 
disputant, warmly espoused the 
Arminian tenets. After a pray- 
erful and laborious study of the 
scriptures, Mr. Cotton became 
fully convinced of the truth of 
the Calvinistic system, and 
found himself compelled to op- 
pose the prevailing errors.— 
This he did with such a moc- 
est candor ; with such a sin- 
cere conviction of duty, and 
with such an overwhelming 
furce of argument, that the 
most of those who had falJen in 
With the popular error, became 
convinced, and the remainder 
were compelled to be silent. 
Mr. Cotton’s ministry in 
Boston, which continued for 
about twenty years, was emi- 
nently accompanied with the 
divine blessing. Great num- 
bers, apparently, became the 
subjects of the saving grace of 
God. <A general reformation 
of morals was observable in the 
town, so that it became distin- 
guished for solemnity and or- 
der. Many pious people, some 
of whom were persons of dis- 
tinction, moved to the town, to 
enjoy the privilege of Mr. Cot- 
ton’s ministry, Such, indeed, 
was the visible change in the 
character of the town, that the 
Magistrates and people were 
generally denominated furitans. 
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Mr. Cotton had not been long 
in the ministry at Boston be. 
fore he entertained his doubts 
of the lawfulness of many of 
the prescribed services and 
ceremonies of the Episcopal 
Church. After a full examina- 
tion of the subject, he became 
convinced of his duty to decline 
a compliance with those ordi- 
nances of human appointment. 
The principal reason which he 
assigned for his non-conformi- 
ty was the high injunction of 
Christ ; teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you. From 
this he argued that nothing was 
to be enjoined in the precepts 
and duties of religion, which 
was not commanded by Christ. 
And the controverted ceremo- 
nies being, confessedly of hu- 
man appointment, a_ compli- 
ance with them, as a part of 
religious service was unlawful. 
Such was the weight of the 
reasons with which Mr. Cot- 
ton vindicated his conduct, on 
the personal influence of his 
character, that the people of 
the town, generally, coincided 
with his sentiments. ‘The lit- 
urgy was laid aside in their 
public worship, the appointed 
vestments of the clergy were 
disused, the sign of the cross 
was omitted in baptism, and 
was removed from the mace, 
the ensign of authority gener- 
ally borne by the mayor of the 
town. Inan attentive examl- 
nation of this subject, Mr. Cot- 
ton became convinced that the 
power and duties of a christian 
bishop, according to the divine 
rule, were ordinarily limited to 
a single congregation ; and that 
Christ has committed to an 1n- 
dividyal church all the author!- 
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ty of discipline which he has 
delegated to his people on earth. 
In conformity with these sen- 
timents, a large number of pi- 
ous people in Boston united in 
church state, by entering into 
covenant with God and one 
another, * to follow after the 
Lord, in the purity of his wor- 
ship.” 
A character so conspicuous 
as Mr. Cotton, one possessed 
of such commanding powers 
of eloquence, and such persua- 
sive influence, could not escape 
the vigilance of those who were 
resolved to enforce conformity 
with all the prescribed ceremo- 
nies of the established church. 
As Mr. Cotton neglected to 
comply with an order from the 
ecclesiastical court to observe 
the appointed ceremonies, he 
was suspended from the rights 
of his ministerial office. The 
period was not long, however, 
before the suspension, through 
the persevering influence of 
friends, was removed. Tho’ 
he sti!l remained a conscien- 
tious and firm non-conformist, 
by endeavoring to avoid all un- 
necessary occasion of offence, 
and by a steady fidelity in the 
service of his Lord, he was suf- 
fered to remain unmolested for 
several years. ‘To this the es- 
teem in which he was held by 
many persons of high rank and 
influence, {greatly contributed. 
The Earl of Dorchester having 
been much affected by his prea- 
ching, was his uniform friend at 
court. And bishop Williams, 
lord keeper of the great seal, 
hegged of king James, that a 
man of so much worth and lear- 
ning might have liberty of prea- 
ching without interruption, tho’ 
he were a non-conformist. 
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Towards the latter part of 
Mr. Cotton’s ministry in Bos- 
ton, bishop Laud rose to great 
influence with the king, and 
commenced a persecution ofall 
non-conformists, more vigour- 
ous than had been attempted 
by any of his predecessors.— 
The faithful ministers of Christ 
can never want accusers, when 
accusations against them are 
encouraged by authority. <A 
complaint was made to the 
court of High-Commission, that 
Mr. Cotton and the magistrates 
omitted to conform with seve- 
ral of the prescribed ceremo- 
nies. The pursuviants were 
immediately sent to apprehend 
Mr. Cotton, who found it ne- 
cessary to be concealed. The 
earl of Dorchester remained his 
friend and interceded in his be- 
half. He informed him that if 
he had been accused of vices, 
he could have procured his re- 
lease, but for non-conformity, 
no pardon was to be obtained. 
He therefore advised him to 
secure his safety by flight.— 
Laud had often heard of his 
fame, and was particularly so- 
licitous to suppress his influ- 
ence. As he would have been 
exposed to perpetual imprison- 
ment had he been apprehended, 
he found himself subjected to 
the painful necessity of bidding 
a final adieu to his native coun- 
try. Some eminent divines, 
not willing to lose a person of 
Mr Cotton’s worth, and know- 
ing him to be distinguished for 
an unusual candor of mind, 
took pains to confer with him 
on the common subjects of re- 
ligious controversy, hoping to 
persuade him to conformity ; 
but the issue of these confer- 
ences was that Mr. Cotton’s 










































































Bit penne eeen ae nee EO PR, ee a 
seo je". - ~ a - . —_ ~ 








$66 Fiistorical View. 


friends came into his senti- 
ments. Having adopted the 
resolution of leaving his coun- 
try, he consulted with his 
friends with regard to the place 
to which he should direct his 
course. He first designed to 
go to Holland ; but the unfa- 
vorable report of that country, 
given him by Mr. Hooker, de- 
termined him to relinquish that 
object. The Island of Barba- 
does, and New England were 
then contemplated. After much 
deliberation, advice, and prayer, 
he determined on the latter. 
Mr. Cotton arrived at Boston, 
in New England, in September, 
1633. His arrival, with the 
other eminent characters of the 
company, filled the colony with 
peculiar joy. Soon after his 
arrival, the church in Boston, 
of which Mr. Wilson was pas- 
tor, at the recommendation of 
the general Court, chose Mr. 
Cotton to be their teacher, who 
was accordingly set apart to 
that office. The town was na- 
med Boston, in honor of Mr. 
Cotton, who removed from the 
town of that name in England. 
Mr Cotton came to New 
England about three years after 
the arrival of the large compa- 
ny that established the Massa- 
chusetts colony. The civil and 
ecclesiastical regulations of the 
colony had not become settled, 
and in the establishment of 
these, he was very active and 
useful. Various alterations were 
introduced in the order of the 
church of Boston, and as this 
was the largest, and generally 
considered the first church in 
the colony, the regulations es- 
tablished in that, were general- 
ly adopted by the others. The 
rules of admission and disci- 
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pline, as well as the doctrines 
of faith, were more accurately 
determined, and more general. 
ly understood. 

In the year 1634, the colony 
was thrown into a great fer- 
ment in consequence of the 
magistrates exercising the right 
of a negative voice upon the 
people in the General Court. 
The Court adjourned and or- 
dered a day of humiliation and 
prayer to be observed in all the 
congregations. On this occa- 
sion, Mr. Cotton preached from 
Hag. ii—4. Yet now be strong 
O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord ; 
and be ye strong, O Joshua, son of 
Josedech the high firiest ; and be 
ye strong, all ye fieofile of the 
land, saith the Lord, and work ; 


for I am with you, saith the 


Lord of Hosts. He pointed out 
the respective rights and duties 
of the different classes of the 
community, and enforced the 
necessity of subordination and 
mutual harmony, with so much 
clearness and energy, introdu- 
cing with peculiar felicity the 
expected aid and presence of the 
Lord of Hosts in their great 
work, that the public commo- 
tions were effectually allayed, 
and the reasonable claim of the 
magistrates was established by 
a general acquiescence. Ona 
similar occasion, old Rome 
would have resorted to prodi- 
gies, the republics of Greece 
would have taken arms, the ru- 
lers of superstitious pagans 
or catholics would have produ- 
ced pretended revelations; but 
the fathers of New England 
needed nothing but the testi- 
monies of the known truth of 
God, ably illustrated and happi- 
ly applied. 

In the unhappy tumults 
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which were excited in the colo- 
ny, by the errors of Roger 
Williams, Mrs. Hutchinson, 
and others, Mr. Cotton gen- 
erally inclined to the side of 
lenity, and made great exer- 
tions to reclaim those who fell 
into error, previous to their 
being cut off from the com- 
munion of the churches. Ilis 
moderation with all his powers 
of reasoning, and great knowl- 
edge of divine truth, could not 
save the most obstinate, but 
preserved many who were in- 
clined to the danger from fal- 
ling into the snare, and main- 
tained the unity of the church- 
es. In the geteral synod of 
the churches held at Cam- 
bridge, Aug. 1637, Mr. Cot- 
ton united with the other mem- 
bers in condemning the prevail- 
ing errors, which restored the 
public tranquillity. 

The ministry of Mr. Cotton, 
in New England, as well as in 
his native country was attended 
with the special blessing of 
God. The church of Boston 
was eminently distinguished for 
purity, in sentiment and mor- 
als ; and for the uncommon at- 
tainments of many of its mem- 
bers. The influences of divine 
grace were displayed upon the 
people, and great additions 
were made to the church, of 
those who became ornaments 
of the Christian profession. 
The town was very eminent 
for public order and morality, 
for a sacred observance of the 
Sabbath, and the various duties 
of religion. The habits of 
character then formed, were so 
judiciously and firmly establish- 
ed, that they continued with 
little relaxation for three or 
four generations. 
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In the early times of New 
England, it was common for 
the magistrates to consult the 
elders of the churches, on sub- 
jects of the most important de- 
liberation for the general wel- 
fare. Mr. Cotton was much 
improved in this way, and by 
his extensive erudition, his 
great knowledge of the human 
character, and his habits of ac- 
curate discrimination in judg- 
ment, was eminently useful. 
The General Court, knowing 
that the political institutions of 
the Israelites have been the 
chief guide of all great legisla- 
tors of ancient and modern 
times, desired Mr. Cotton, with 
the assistance of Gov. Win- 
throp, to make an abstract of 
the judicial laws of Moses, and 
prepare them for their adop- 
tion. These were approved by 
the General Court and became 
the fundamental laws of the col- 
ony. 

The parliament having be- 
come the ruling party in the 
civil contentions in England, 
Mr. Cotton was invited to 
return; to his native coun- 
try. Several members of 
both houses of the parliament 
sent to him pressing invitations 
for this purpose. But the in- 
crease of the civil war, with 
the severe calamities with 
which it was attended, induced 
him todecline a compliance 
with their earnest request. He 
was also appointed one of the 
members of the venerable as- 
sembly of divines which met at 
Westminster, together with 
Mr. Hooker and Mr. Daven- 
port, but they did not attend. 

The labors of this venerable 
servant of Christ, for the bene- 
fit of his people, for the church- 
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es and people of the colony and 
of New England, and for the 
cause of divine truth, were 
unremitted and unwearied, for 
almost twenty years. Going 
to Cambridge to preach an oc- 
casional lecture to the College, 
he got wet in crossing the fer- 
ry. This brought on an asth- 
matical complaint, which con- 
tinued to increase. He did not, 
however, remit his public la- 
bors, though sensible that his 
end was approaching. Being 
in acourse of preaching, near 
the close of the second Epistle 
to Timothy, he took for his 
text the four last verses of the 
book. He gave his people the 
reason for taking so many ver- 
ses, * Because else I shall not 
live to make an end of this 
Epistle.” He insisted princi- 
pally onthe last words, Grace 
be with you all. On the suc- 
ceeding Sabbath he preached his 
Jast sermon, on the glory of 
Christ, from John i. 14. He 
then spent a day of secret hu- 
miliation and prayer, earnestly 
imploring the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit in the great work 
of dying. He then took his 
Jeave of his beloved study, ob- 
serving that he should never 
enter it again. In his sickness, 
he enjoyed the comforts of di- 
vine grace, and an animating 
foretaste of heavenly blessed- 
ness. He observed that he felt 
a greater willingness to depart 
from the expectation of joining 
in communion and praise with 
those departed saints, Perkins, 
Ames, Preston, Hildersham, 
and Dodd, with all others of that 
great Assembly. All classes 
of people visited him in his 
sickness, to hear his instruc- 
tions and receive his blessing. 
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Mr. Wilson his colleague, said 
to him, he hoped God would 
lift upon him the light of his 
countenance. He _ replied, 
“ Brother, he has done it alrea- 
dy.” To his brethren in the 
ministry, warning them to be 
faithful in their work, he ob- 
served, “I have now through 
grace, been more than forty 
years a servant unto the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and have ever 
found him a good master.” A 
little before his departure, he 
desired not to be interrupted by 
conversation, and calmly re- 
signing his soul to the hand of 
God, he entered into his rest. 
He died Dec. 1652, having just 
completed the  sixty-seventh 
year of his age. The whole col- 
ony most affectionately lament- 
ed his death ; for, in his particu- 
lar province, as a minister of 
Christ, he was truly their fa- 
ther and head. The neighbor- 
ing colonies took a share in the 
general loss. 

This great man possessed by 
nature, an uncommon strength 
of mind, with great brilliancy 
of genius. His genius was 
conspicuous in his childhood, 
and appeared still brighter du- 
ring his residence at the univer- 
sity. He possessed a great 
thirst for knowledge, and pur- 
sued his object with an ardour 
which no ordinary obstacles 
could obstruct. Such was the 
versatility of his genius, that, 
with equal facility, he could in- 
vestigate the principles of an- 
cient language, penetrate the 
depths of the mathematics, or 
detect the subtleties of meta- 
physical controversy. The 
strength of his mind was evin- 
ced by his high attainments in 
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maintained in the learned world, 
through the whole of his life. 
The age in which he lived was 
inquisitive, and prolific in great 
scholars. At the same time, 
the sources of sciecne had been 
but imperfectly explored, and 
greater individual powers were 
necessary for high attainments 
in learning, than in subsequent 
periods. His disposition for 
application and habits of study 
were equal to the powers of his 
intellect. For his intense appli- 
cation to study, he was distin- 
guished in early life, and, by 
early habit, his constitution be- 
came suited to the service. It 
was his ordinary practice to 
spend in study twelve hours ina 
day.—It is unnecessary to add 
that he was a person of exten- 
sive learning. As a scholar, he 
ranked with Owen, Ames, 
Twisse, and Selden, who were 
among the first scholars of their 
time. Dr. Preston, Professor 
of Divinity at the University of 
Cambridge, would often advise 
his pupils to spend some time 
with Mr. Cotton, previous to 
entering onthe work of the min- 
istry. The learning in which 
he most excelled was the science 
of divinity. He had a great 
knowledge of the holy scrip- 
tures, and an extraordinary a- 
cuteness of mind in discerning 
the scope of theinspired writers, 
as well as in detecting and ex- 
posing the various errors of his 
time. He was one of the most 
acute controversial writers of 
the age. Dr. Twisse, who 
was the moderator of the vener- 
able Westminster Assembly of 
Divines, declared him to be one 
of the ablest polemical writers, 
he had known. His talents 
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in exposing and refuting the 
Arminian and Antinomian er- 
rors, which had many and pow- 
erful advocates. Mr. Cotton 
appears to have been no less dis- 
tinguished for soundness of 
judgment and prudence of con- 
duct, than for vigor of intellect. 
This appears from the uncom- 
mon success which attended the 
most of his designs. Though 
a firm non-conformist, be main- 
tained his place as a public min- 
ister in the church in England, 
for about twenty years. He 
succeeded in bringing the most 
of the people of the town where 
he lived, with many of his ac- 
quaintance, who were persons 
of learning and character, into 
his own sentiments. The in- 
fluence which he possessed in 
New-England, shows him to 
have had a great knowledge of 
the human heart, and to possess, 
in an eminent degree, that un- 
common talent of controling the 
minds of men. The fundamen- 
tal institutions of New England, 
particularly those which are of 
an ecclesiastical nature, of which 
he was the principal author, to 
say nothing of their nature, by 
their duration for nearly two 
centuries, through various chan- 
ges of society, are a sufficient 
evidence of the soundness of 
his judgment, and the sagacity 
of his foresight. 

Mr. Cotton was truly an in- 
dependent man. He thought 
and acted, uniformly, for him- 
self. Not more anxious to op- 
pose than to coincide with pub- 
lic sentiment, he made truth 
his only guide, and duty his 
only object. Habituated to re- 
flection, he carefully examined 
every object of attention. 

He had a strong spirit and 
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was at times impatient of op- 
position. With a confidence 
in his own judgment, and in 
the uprightness ef his inten- 
tions, he was perhaps not sufli- 
ciently willing to weigh the 
opinions of others. Yet by 
long and persevering attention, 
he succeeded in gaining an un- 
common mastery of his 
temper, so that in his latter 
years, he was seldom known to 
be discomposed. In the una- 
voidable perplexities of an in- 
fant country, he, as well as his 
great and excellent friend Gov. 
Winthrop, had numerous trials, 
many of which altogether un- 
expected and peculiarly pain- 
ful to their «feelings. But, by 
the precepts of the gospel, aid- 
ed by divine grace, they attained 
to a humility, a self possession, 
an equanimity ef conduct, which 
heathen pride and heathen ap- 
athy never could reach. 

Few characters have given 
greater evidence of true piety 
than Mr. Cotton. Ina person 
of high intellectual attainments, 
and strong natural temper, the 
religion of the Holy Spirit has 
to contend with obstacles, which, 
in persons of feebler mental 
powers, and milder disposition, 
areneverfound. Insuch there- 
fore, the evidences of divine 
grace are generally more con- 
spicuous, and to them a greater 
portion of it is usually imparted. 
Great was the evidence of grace, 
when, in early life, he renoun- 
ced the enchantment of literary 
fame, which had long dazzled 
before him with the most fer- 
vid lustre, to preach before the 
University the humble doc- 


trines of the divine Nazarene. 
Though preachers of small ed- 
ucation generally introduce in 
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their public performances, the 
little scraps of learning which 
they possess, this was never 
the practice of the learned Cot. 
ton. For the sake of a conscj- 
entious observance of the pre- 
cepts of the gospel, he deliler- 
ately renounced the prospect 
of the highest preferments in 
the church ; yea he renounced 
his country and his kindred for 
an untraversed wilderness. As it 
has often been the case that men 
ofthe strongest mental powers 
and highest intellectual attain. 
ments have been the most dis- 
tinguished for humility, this 
grace was very eminent in the 
character of Mr. Cotton. The 
meekest man on sacred record 
was one of the greatest men 
that appears in history, and dear- 
ned inall the wisdom of the E- 
gyfitians, the most refined na- 
tion then on earth. Mr. Cot- 
ton, in all his conduct and de- 
meanor, manifested a solemn 
sense of the steady presence of 
God, of his own unworthiness 
in his sight, and of that account 
which he expected to render at 
his bar. The hostility of envy, 
malice, and ingratitude, he was 
often called to encounter. The 
enemies of truth, in Old Eng- 
land and New, were his ene- 
mies. Their machinations and 
reproaches he bore with great 
composure of mind, undivertet 
from the service of his Lord, 
unmoved from the path of 
duty. When a certain writer 
had cast upon him many se- 
vere personal reflections, he 
observed, “ God forbid I should 
shut my eyes against any light 
brought to me by him.” One 
of the highest human attain- 
ments is to profit by the abuses 
ofenemies.. Neither could the 
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flattering marks of distinction 
laid upon him in different peri- 
ods of life, change his sense of 
his own wnworthiness, or di- 
vert him from the self denying 
servise of the gospel of Christ. 
Mr. Cotton was eminent for 
liberality. Though he could 
pay very little attention to pro- 
perty, divine providence so or- 
dered his circumstances, that 
he always enjoyed a comforta- 
ble supply. Many persecuted 
ministers in England were re- 
lieved by his bounty. ‘The poor 
ever found him their friend.— 
in the needy circumstances of 
the country, he was laborious 
in seeking the most proper ob- 
jects of charity, and in engaging 
the wealthy to supply their 
wants. In devising liberal 
things he generally set the first 
example. A collection of two 
hundred pounds sterling was 
made in Boston for a distressed 
people at the southward. No 
man gave more, and but one as 
much as Mr. Cotton. 

In the Christian life, he was 
eminently exemplary. He paid 
great attention to the religious 
education and government of 
his family. He was careful to 
avoid any appearance of passion 
in the correction of a fault.— 
He read a chapter of the scrip- 
tures, in his family, morning 
and evening, annexing some 
familiar exposition, before and 
after which, he made a short 
prayer. He began the Sab- 
bath on Saturday evening ; on 
the propriety of which, he pub- 
lished an able vindication. This 
practice commenced in New- 
England with the first planters, 
and is still observed. And we 
believe it to be conformable to 
the word of God. On Satur- 
day evening Mr. Cotton was 
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more large in his family expo- 
sition, after which he catechi- 
zed his children and servants, 
and sung a psalm. After this 
he retired to study and secret 
devotion. The Sabbath, ex- 
cepting his family devotion and 
public service, he spent, princi- 
pally, in secret retirement. The 
study of a sermon on the Sab- 
bath, so far as it wearied the 
mind, he thought desirable to 
avoid. He rose early, was very 
careful of his time, moderate in 
eating, and sparing of sleep. 

Asa preacher, though he of- 
ten treated upon the deepest 
subjects, he was singularly plain 
and intelligible. His voice was 
soft and sonorous ; his delivery 
affectionate, animated, and sol- 
emn. A part of his preaching 
was, generally, in a course. In 
an exposition, he went through 
the Bible, and nearly through 
the New Testament the second 
time. In his preaching he went 
through the Acts, Revelations, 
and several of the Episties, 
with the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah, and some other por- 
tions of the Old Testament ; he 
preached much ; generally two 
or three times a week, besides 
the Sabbath. The Thursday 
lecture at Boston, observed to 
this day, was established prin- 
cipally by him. 

He was eminently a man of 
prayer. This preceded and 
closed all his undertakings.— 
He often kept days of private 
humiliation and thanksgiving.— 
That serenity and gravity which 
are produced by alife of prayer, 
he always bore in his counte- 
nance.—He is removed to that 
blessed state, where his prayers 
and praises will be unalleyed 
and eternal. O. 

(To be continued.) 











372 


Diligence necessary to obtain 
the Assurance of Hope. 


Y the full assurance of hope 
we are to understand some- 
thing different from the full as- 
surance of faith, Men may 
have the full assurance of faith, 
while they are destitute of the 
full assurance of hope. The 
full assurance of faith means 
no more than the full assurance 
of the existence of the objects 
of faith, Men may believe the 
existence of God, the divinity 
of the scriptures, and a future 
state of rewards and punish- 
ments, while they have no hope 
of escaping future misery, and 
enjoying future happiness. But 
the assurance of hope implies a 
firm and well grounded expect- 
ation of escaping the wrath to 
come, and of obtaining eternal 
life. It is such an assurance of 
being in a state of grace and 
favor with God, as excludes 
doubts and fears. It is that 
moral certainty, which arises 
from a clear perception of an 
agreement between the exer- 
cises of the heart and the pre- 
cepts of the gospel. The gos- 
pel requires certain exercises 
of love, faith, repentance and 
submission, as the condition of 
pardon and acceptance in the 
sight of God, through the atone- 
ment of Christ. This percep- 
tion‘of the real agreement of 
the holy exercises of the heart 
and promises of eternal life, 
gives the true Christian the 
highest moral evidence, or mo- 
ral certainty that he is a subject 
of grace and an heir of heaven, 
and affords him entire satisfac- 
tion, and removes all painful ap- 
prehension of deception. This 
moral certainty is called the full 
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assurance of hope rather than 
absolute knowledge 3; because 
this certainty respects future 
and invisible objects. ‘he apos- 
tle says, no man hopes for that 
which he sees, And again he 
says, Faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, and the evi- 
dence of things not seen.” — 
Though the objects of faith 
and hope may admit of as great 
certainty, as the objectsof sight, 
yet this certainty is not usually 
called knowledge. The full as- 
surance of hope, therefore, im- 
plies a moral certainty of being 
entitled to eternal life ; or that 
certainty which excludes doubt 
and fear. ‘There may be as ma- 
ny degrees of hope, as there 
are degrees of evidence, from 
the lowest to the highest proba- 
bility, or moral certainty. And 
the full assurance of hope im- 
plies a moral certainty of being 
a child of God and heir of heav- 
en. This full assurance of hope 
respecting their spiritual con- 
dition real Christians may ob- 
tain. For, 

1, There are absolute promi- 
ses of final salvation made, in 
the word of God, to all who 
exercise truly holy and benevo- 
lent affections. The Lord Jesus 
Christ says—“ He that heareth 
my word and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into 
condemnation.” Again he 
said * My sheep hear my 
voice, and I give unto them e- 
ternal life, and none shall pluck 
them out of my hand.” And he 
commanded his apostles to go 
into all the world and proclaim 
—“ He that believeth and is 
baptized, shall be saved.”” The 
apostle also assures believers, 
that, “he who had begun 2 











good work in them would per- 
form it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” Peter instructs his 
brethren, that “ they should be 
kept by the power of God, 
through faith unto salvation.” 
These promises form an in- 
fallible connection between the 
first exercise of faith, or any 
other gracious affection, and fu- 
ture and eternal hanpiness.— 
It is only therefore for Chris- 
tians to ascertain their holy 
exercises, in order to become 
sure that they stand entitled 
to all the blessings of the co- 
venant of grace. 

2. All real Christians have 
experienced a change of heart, 
und become subjects of new 
and holy affections, which are 
essentially different from all 
the affections and feelings of 
the carnal mind. It must be 
supposed that they can by 
proper attention to what pass- 
es in their own breasts, dis- 
tinguish benevolence from sel- 
fishness ; love to God, from 
love to themselves ; faith from 
unbelief ; filial fear from servile 
dread, and a delightful confi- 
dence from painful distrust.— 
Though they are but very im- 
perfectly holy ; yet their holi- 
ness is totally opposite to sin,and 
capable of being clearly distin- 
euished from it. Hence they. 
may clearly perceive that they 
hate that in themselves which 
they once loved, that they love 
that in God which they once 
hated, and choose God rather 
than the world for their su- 
preme portion. They really 
have the evidence within them- 
selves, that they are born of 
God, and therefore they may 
discern the evidence and draw 
the conclusion, thatif children, 
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then heirs, heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ. 

3. God has given Christians 
many marks of grace by which 
they may try themselves, 
whether they are in a state 
of nature or grace. He has 
drawn the character and re- 
corded the conduct of his 
friends, for their learning and 
instruction. His Son has 
come into the world, and act- 
ed out all those holy affec- 
tions, which constitute the 
character of a child and friend 
of God. Christ has expressly 
declared, that those who are 
poor in spirit ; that those who 
mourn ; that those who are 
meek ; that those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness ; 
that those who are merciful ;— 
that those who are pure in heart 
—and that those who are peace 
makers, are the subjects of 
grace, and prepared for the 
blessings of his kingdom. 
The apostle John tells Chris- 
tians, that they may know that 
they have passed from death 
unto life, if they love the bre- 
thren ; and if their heart con- 
demn them not, then they 
may have confidence towards 
God. And he further observes 
—‘ Hereby do we know that 
he abideth in us, by the spirit 
which he hath given us.”—By 
these and many other infalli- 
ble marks of grace, they may 
determine whether they are in 
the flesh, or in the spirit ;— 
whether their hearts be right 
with God, or whether they 
bear his image and belong to 
his family. 

4. God not only gives Chris- 
tians marks of grace, by which 
they may try their hearts ; but 
he tries them himself, by the 



































































































































dispensations of his providence. 
Whether he gives or takes 
away great and distinguishing 
favors, he tries their feelings, 
whether they havea grateful or 
submissive heart. Afflictions 
especially are called trials, and 
even fiery trials. By these 
God draws forth their real feel- 
ings, and causes them to see and 
know what manner of spirit 
they are of. Thus he tried 
Abraham, to make him know 
that he was his real friend. 
Thus he tried Isaac and Jacob, 
and Joseph and Job, and all the 
patriarchs, and prophets, and 
apostles. And thus he scour- 
ges every son, whom he re- 
ceiveth, to make them know 
that they are children, whom 
he means to make heirs of eter- 
nal life. God isevery day, and 
every where trying the hearts 
of those, whom he has sancti- 
fied, to make them know the 
truth of their sanctification. 
And surely when they are thus 
continually in the school of God, 
on purpose to learn their char- 
acter and state, they may ar- 
rive at the full assurance of 
hope. Nothing but their own 
stupidity and negligence, or re- 
maining corruption, can pre- 
vent their coming to a just and 
entire satisfaction about their 
safe and happy state. 

5. It is certain from fact, that 
Christians may obtain a full as- 
surance of hope. Good men 
have actually obtained and main- 
tained an assurance of being in 
a state of grace and favor in the 
sight of God. David express- 
ed this assurance when he said 
to God, * As for me, I will be- 
hold thy face in righteousness ; 
I shall be satisfied, when I a- 
wake, with thy likeness.” Pe- 
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ter said to his divine Redeemer, 
though he had once denied him, 
‘ Lord, thou knowestall things - 
thou knowest that I love thee.” 
And Paul, speaking in the name 
of the primitive Christians in 
general, says, “ We know that 
if our earthly house of this ta. 
bernacle be dissolved, we have 
a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. ‘Therefore we are al- 
ways ‘confident, knowing that 
whilst we are at home in the bo- 
dy, we are absent from the 
Lord ; we are confident, I say, 
and willing rather to be absent 
from the body and to be pre- 
sent with the Lord.” I must 
still add, 

6. That God requires Chris- 
tians to make it certain and not 
to remain in doubt, whether 
they are sincere or insincere ; 
or whether they are ina state 
of nature or in a state of grace. 
He commands them to“ give all 
diligence to make their calling 
and election sure.” Again he 
commands them to take pains 
to ascertain this great point. 
“ Examine yourselves, whether 
ye bein the faith ; frove your 
own selves Christ Jesus 
isin you, except ye be repro- 
bates.” Again we read, “ Let 
no man deceive himself.” And 
again—* If a man think him- 
self to be something, when he 
is nothing, he deceiveth him- 
self. But let every man frove 
his own work, and then shallhe 
have rejoicing in himself alone, 
and not another.” God requires 
all real Christians to come to a 
true and just conclusion concer- 
ning their spiritual state, and 
forbids them to live in doubt 


and uncertainty in respect to 


their eternal interests. And this 











plainly supposes, that they may 
obtain the full assurance of 
hope. Indeed, each of the con- 
siderations we have mentioned, 
and all taken together, make it 
evident, that all who are in astate 
of grace, may know their gra- 
cious state, and enjoy the com- 
fort of a well-grounded hope. 
But though Christians may 
obtain the full assurance of hope, 
this great and happy attainment 
cannot be enjoyed without dil- 
ivence. Great diligence for such 
a purpose is the duty of Chris- 
tians. If assurance belonged 
to the essence of faith, as some 
maintain, there would be no oc- 
casion for believers to exercise 
any diligence to ascertain their 
gracious state. They must be 
assured the moment they be- 
lieve. But this is not true in 
act. A man may know that 
he loves God, without knowing 
why. A man may believe in 
Christ without knowing why, 
It is only by _ reflection, 
therefore, that a believer can 
come to know, whether his 
love and faith be of the right 
kind, and entitle him to the di- 
vine favor ; or if every true be- 
liever were made immediately 
perfect in holiness and free 
from sin, there would be no oc- 
casion for giving diligence to 
obtain assurance. This would 
naturally flow from a continu- 
ed perfection in divine grace. 
But since assurance is not es- 
sential to faith, nor perfection 
in holiness the consequence of 


it, in the present state, there is | 


need of diligence to obtain the 

full assurance of hope. For, 
1. This is really a difficult 

matter to attain, by those who 


have experienced a- saving! 


change. All the difficulties, 
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indeed, primarily arise from 
their moral imperfection, or re- 
maining corruption of heart, 
Though they have grace, yet 
they have but a small degree 
of it; and this intimately con- 
nected with selfish and sinful 
affections ; which, under vari- 
ous circumstances, put on a 
fair and false appearance. It 
is not, therefore, easy in all ca- 
ses, for real Christians to dis- 
tinguish their holy affections, 
from those which arise from 
selfish and sinful motives. Their 
selfishness always makes them 
partial in their own favor, and 
blinds their jugments, whenthey 
undertake to compare their 
hearts with the marks of grace 
given in the word of God, or 
to compare their own charac- 
ters with the characters of an- 
cient saints and primitive Chris- 
tians. The divine rule to 
measure themselves by is in- 
fallible ; but they are not in- 
fallible in applying it to them- 
selves. Hence there is great 
room for them to judge amiss, 
in respect to their own views 
and feelings. And this known 
liability to err makes it more 
difficult for them to come to 
a full and fixed determination 
concerning their gracious state. 
“ The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wick- 
ed.” And this is true in re- 
gard to saints, as long as they 
remain in this present evil 
world. There may be many 
motives to influence them to 
continue doubtful about them- 
selves, and to prevent their 
coming to the full assurance 
of hope. Now all these mor- 
al difficulties, which arise from 
a wicked world, a subtle ad- 
versary and a deceitful heart, 
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render it necessary for Chris- 
tians to give great diligence to 
gain that full assurance of hope 
which they may and ought to 
possess. 

2. Another reason why 
Christians should use great dili- 
gence to obtain a well-groun- 
ded hope of their good estate 
is, that they are constantly li- 
able to lose it. But the apos- 
tle says, it is desirable, “ that 
they should shew diligence to 
the full assurance of hope to 
the end :” that is, to the end of 
life. How many eminent Chris- 
tians have had their assurance 
weakened, if not wholly de- 
stroyed, from time to time in 
the course of life. As the evi- 
dence of full assurance prima- 
rily lies in the breasts, or rath- 
er hearts of true believers ; so 
it is likely to be weakened, 
obscured, or extinguished, by 
the corruption and deceitful- 
ness of an evil heart of unbe- 
lief. For this reason it is high- 
ly necessary that Christians give 
great and constant diligence to 
acquire and maintain the fully 
assurance of hope, through all 
the scenes and changes, through 
which they are called to pass 
in the present life. 

3. The vast importance of 
a full assurance of hope is a 
powerful motive to use great 
diligence to attain and support 
it. And here let Christians 
consider, 

1. There is great danger of 
men’s entertaining a false hope. 
The scriptures represent, that 
many have been and will be 
deceived, in regard to the state 
of their souls and their future 
and eternal interests. The 
prophets, Christ and the apos- 
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and admonitions against self. 
deception, and the great danger 
of men’s destroying themselves 
by not gaining the true knowl. 
edge of their moral state and 
condition. If any thing re. 
quires diligence and activity 
it is the appearance and appre. 
hension of great and eminent 
danger. This motive ought io 
lie with perpetual weight upon 
the minds of all who bear the 
Christian name. 

2. They ought to consider 
that there is not only great dap. 
ger of forming a false hope ; 
but of being ruined by it. No 
doubt, some have entertained 
a false hope and afterwards 
given it up, and so secured the 
salvation of their precious and 
immortal souls. This was the 
case with the apostle Paul, and 
perhaps of most of the Jews, 
who embraced the gospel. 
They had a hope, which would 
have ruined them, if they had 
not renounced it and with it all 
their self-righteousness. But 
there is reason to fear that 
there ever have been many in- 
stances, in which the deceived 
have never been undeceived. 
Hence it demands great dill- 
gence in believers, or those who 
esteem themselves such, to ob- 
tain a full assurance of hope, 
and not suffer themselves to 
live and die in doubt, or self- 
deception. 

3. It -highly concerns them 
to give diligence to arrive at 
this attainment, because it is 
highly necessary to their own 
peace and comfortin every sit- 
uation and stage of life. It is 
the full assurance of hope, that 
affords the greatcst. peace in 
prosperity and the greatest sup- 





tles abound in their warnings 











portinadversity. It is the full 








assurance of hope that gives 
the greatest animation in duty 
and the greatest triumph in 
death. It was this that render- 
ed the most eminent saints, who 
are mentioned in scripture such 
examples of patience, zeal, for- 
titude and resolution. And it 
is equally necessary now to pro- 
duce the same happy effects in 
the hearts andlives of all the real 
friends of God. Let them live 
in the full assurance of hope, 
and they will be willing to do 
and to suffer whatever is neces- 
sary to promote the cause of 
Christ, and the spiritual good of 
all with whom they are connec- 
ted and concerned. Especially 
it will give them boldness and 
confidence to name the name 
of Christ amidst a frowning 
world, and totake up their cross 
and follow him, whithersoever 
he may, in the course of his 
providence, leadthem. These 
are great and weighty motives 
to excite every one of Christ’s 
disciples to give diligence to 
obtain the full assurance of hope 
to the end, and not live in dark- 
ness and doubt. 


REFLECTIONS. 

1. If diligence be necessary 
to obtain and support the full as- 
surance of hope, then it is ra- 
ther a dark sign, and denotes 
great ignorance of their own 
hearts, for persons to profess to 
have no need of diligence in 
maintaining their full assurance. 
There have been such persons. 
And there are some now who 
profess to have arrived to per- 
fection. But their experience 


does not agree with the direc- 

tions given to Christians to ex- 

amine themselves, and give all 

diligence to obtain assurance.— 
Vox. V. No. 10. 
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Nor does their experience agree 
with that of the apostle. He 
says he exercised himself to keep 
a conscience always void of of- 
fence towards God and man.— 
And again he says that he kept 
under his body, lest by any 
means after he had preached to 
others, he should be a cast away. 
It is impossible for Christians 
in common circumstances to 
obtain the full assurance of hope 
without great diligence ; and if 
obtained, it cannot, without e- 
qual diligence, be preserved and 
enjoyed. If any either obtain 
or keep an assurance, without 
such diligence, there is every 
reason to fear that they think 
themselves something, when 
they are nothing, and deceive 
themselves. 

2. Itis very absurd for per- 
sons to live desiring and waiting 
for assurance without making 
it the great object of their pur- 
suit, or using diligence to obtain 
it. This is a course of conduct 
that we have reason to fear mul- 
titudes are pursuing. How ma- 
ny are there, who imagine they 
have at one time, or other, had 
new views and feelings, which 
have created a hope ; but a faint 
one. And after this they wait 
very patiently for the increase 
of their hope, or full assurance, 
while they use no diligence and 
make no exertion to obtain it. 
Such persons are acting the part 
of asluggard respecting an af- 
fair of the highest importance, 
and that requires the greatest 
diligence and the most faithful 
and vigorous exertions. Their 
conduct is the very height of 
absurdity. 

3. It is also very absurd for 
persons to get a weak and waver- 
ing hope, and yet do all they can 
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to maintain it, just as it is— 
This is the case of self-deceiv- 
erscommonly. They do not 
wish to come to a certainty.— 
They choose to be in darkness 
and doubt. But while they con- 
duct in such a manner it is very 
absurd to hope they are Chris- 
tians. 

4, Since the full assurance of 
hope is attainable by diligence, 
all are to blame, who live in 
doubt and uncertainty about 
their spiritual state, whether it 
be good, or bad. If it be good, 
they ought to know it, and they 
ought to use such diligence as 
is necessary for this purpose.— 
If it be bad, they ought to know 
it. And if they do not take the 
proper pains to know it, they 
will perish with a lie in their 
tight hand. A. 
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The wisdom of an habitual refer- 
ence to Eternity. 


ANKIND are as capable 

ofanticipating the future, 
as of reflecting upon the past. 
They can look forward as well 
as backward. Whenever they 
please, they can look backwards 
and recollect what they have 
seen, and done, and suffered.— 
But they are generally much 
more disposed to look forward 
through the various stages of 
the first period of their exist- 
ence. They are fond of num- 
bering their future, uncertain 
days. The child looks forward 
to youth ; the youth looks for- 
ward to manhood ; the young 
man looks forward to the meri- 
dian of life ; and the middle- 
aged look forward to the day of 
their death. But few, very few 
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are willing to look beyond the 
first to the last period of their 
existence. There is, however, 
nothing but the dread of eternity 
which prevents any who have 
come to year's of discretion from 
looking forward to that invisible 
and everlasting state. This is 
plainly implied in the wish of 
Moses for Israel, * O that they 
were wise, that they understood 
this, that they would consider 
their latter end.” Ile supposed 
they could, if they would, con- 
sider the last as well as the first 
period of their existence. They 
can form as clear and just con- 
ceptions of eternity, as of time ; 
for they both consist in duration. 
Time is a limited duration, but 
eternity is duration unlimited 
and endless. And though none 
can comprehend an endless du- 
ration ; yet every one can form 
a clear and distinct idea of the 
vast difference between an end- 
less duration, and a duration 
that will come to an end.—— 
Should any person be told, that 
he should exist as many years 
as there are stars in the firma- 
ment, rays in the sun, and sands 
on the sea-shore, and then be 
annihilated ; he could easily 
conceive of the infinite differ- 
ence between his existing s0 
long, and his existing for ever. 
Every person, therefore, is ca- 
pable of looking forward to eter- 
nity, and of forming a clear and 
just idea of that everlasting 
state, to which he is constantly 
approaching, and in which he 
must exist for ever. And what 
men can do, if they please, oc- 
casionally, they can do habitu- 
ally. As they can sometimes 
look into eternity, so they can 
habitually live in serious and 
lively views of it—Habitually, 
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I say, because the objects and 
business of this world, will not 
suffer them to fix their whole 
and constant attention upon the 
ereat realities of another world. 
But to consider their latter end 
they must frequently, attentive- 
ly, and solemnly carry their 
thoughts into eternity, so as to 
realize their relation to and con- 
nection with the great and infi- 
nitely important objects there. 

I now proceed to show, that 
in order to be wise in time, men 
must live in the habitual view 
of eternity. For, 

1. This will lead them to 
form a just estimate of the world 
in which they live. Multitudes 
seem to think, that this world 
never had a beginning and nev- 
er will have an end, and that it 
is,absolutely and independently 
considered, highly valuable and 
important, and worthy of their 
supreme regard and attention. 
But this is a great and danger- 
ous mistake. It is, simply and 
separately considered, a very 
mean and worthless object. It 
began to exist but a few ages 
ago, and in a few ages to come, 
it will be burnt up as useless, 
and not worth existence —All 
its value and importance results 
from its relation to eternity ; 
and in the view of eternity, men 
may sec and estimate it in a 
true light. As it stands con- 
nected with the great work of 
redemption, and the future hap- 
piness and misery of millions 
and millions of rational and im- 
mortal souls, it is of incalcula- 
ble value. It is the staging, 
upon which God is employing 
myriads of agents in building 
up his glorious and everlasting 
kingdom. And inthe view of 
eternity, men may form a just 
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estimate of its use and import- 
ance. All men are constrained 
to view it in precisely the same 
light, when they realize the in- 
timate connection between time 
and eternity. ‘Those who have 
idolized it in life, view it just 
as others do, who have used it 
without abusing it. Whenev- 
er men come toa clear sight of 
theirlatterend,the world appears 
good for nothing but to prepare 
them for eternity, which is the 
great end for which God made 
it, and will uphold it, until the 
whole human race have finished 
their probation, and are fitted 
for their final state. In this 
true light the world habitually 
appears to all, who live in the 
habitual view of eternity. They 
neither idolize it, nor despise 
it, but value it for that alone for 
which it is valuable, its relation 
to and connection with eternity ; 
whichis a high point of wis- 
dom. 

2. An habitual view of etern- 
ity leads men to form a just es- 
timate of the whole body of the 
human race, who have lived, 
now live, and shall live in this 
world. Mankind, who spring 
from dust, and who after a few 
days, or a few years, drop into 
dust again, appear like very 
poor, mean, worthless creatures. 
Where are the past genera- 
tions? They are mingled with 
the common dus*, and the pla- 
ces that once knew them, know 
them no more. And of how 
little importance does it appear, 
that as many more of mankind 
shall be born, and live, and die, 
and mingle with the dust? All 
men, in relation to this world 
alone, appear to be made in 
vain. But in the view of etern- 
ity, those who are dead appear 
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as important as those who are 
alive ; and those who are alive 
appear as important as those 
who shall live from this time to 
a thousand years hence. Every 
individual, whether youngor old, 
high or low, rich or poor, ap- 
pears infinitely important. And 
when we view the whole aggre- 
gate of Adam’s family, who 
have lived, and shall live in this 
~world, as transplanted in etern- 
ity, where they shall rejoice or 
mourn to all eternity, they rise 
in importance above all descrip- 
tion or imagination. Immor- 
tal existence and sensibility lev- 
els all distinction, and corrects 
the fallen and erroneous opin- 
ions of those, who view all men 
in relation only to the present 
life. No creatures in the uni- 
verse are veiled in so much ob- 


jy scurity, and put on so many 


false appearances as mankind, 
iin their present frail, dying 
state. And it is only in the 
view of eternity, that a just es- 
timate can be formed of their 
true and important existence.— 
Of what importance would it 
be, if a thousand generations 
of mankind should live three- 
score years and ten in this 
world, and then all become ex- 
tinct ? or of what importance 
would it be, if this world should 
stand ten millions of years full 
of mankind, and then be burnt 
up, and all men burned up and 
destroyed with it? At the end 
of the world, the universe 
would be no better, than if the 
world and its inhabitants had 
never existed. But if all that 
have lived and shall live in this 
world, shall survive the wreck 
of matter and the crush of 
worlds, and exist for ever, then 
the whole human race are un- 
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speakably valuable and import- 
ant. And those who live in the 
habitual view of eternity, never 
fail to form this high estimate 
of all their brethren of the hu- 
man race. 

3. The habitual view of eter. 
nity enables men to judge cor- 
rectly of the conduct of man- 
kind in this world. They are 
generally very active, and ar- 
dently engaged in the pursuit of 
the flattering objects of time. 
Some dig in the earth, or trav. 
erse the ocean in pursuit of gain, 
Some spend their days in read- 
ing and study to improve their 
minds, and treasure up knowl- 
edge. Some seek places of 
profit and honor. Some strive 
to shine in gay and costly cloth- 
ing. Some exert themselves to 
fare sumptuously every day, 
and spend their time in feasting 
and pleasure. Some wrack 
their invention in forming 
schemes to enrich and strength- 
en, or to weaken and Gestroy 
whole nations and kingdoms. 
And some few make it their 
main business to serve God and 
their generation, and prepare 
themselves and others for a- 
nother and more interesting 
state, All these different 
men are wise in their own 
eyes, and imagine their own 
mode of conduct is the best. 
And who can determine this 
point, without viewing their 
conduct in relation to eternity ? 
All the affairs and pursuits of 
mankind are of very little con- 
sequence, in respect only to 
their present state. But when 
they are viewed in the light of 
eternity, every word and action, 
every employment and amuse- 
ment, is of serious and ever- 
lasting importance. And none 














of these things can be consid- 
ered as wise and proper, but 
those which will prepare men 
for future and eternal happiness. 
For that which is highly estee- 
med among men, is often an 
abomination in the sight of God, 
and destructive to the immor- 
tal soul. Those who live in 
the habitual view of cternity, 
look down upon mankind in 
general as triflers, who are aw- 
fully spending their time and 
employing their talents in vain, 
and worse than in vain. They 
see the tremendous consequen- 
ces of their sin and folly. And 
what they see, the triflers them- 
selves will see, when they too 
shall look into eternity. 

4. A clear view of eternity 
enables men to form all their de- 
signs and modes of conduct in 
this life, in the wisest and best 
manner. It is impossible for 
them to know what plans to 
form, or what conduct to pur- 
sue, without taking into view 
the whole duration of their ex- 
istence. If they were to exist 
only in time, they might wisely 
determine to conduct as those 
who said, “ Let us eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we die.” 
But if they are to exist not only 
in time, but to all eternity, then 
they ought to form all their de- 
signs and determine all their 
conduct in reference to eternity, 
and consider what will be best 
for them through the whole du- 
ration of their existence. If a 
man would wisely choose his 
profession for life, he must 
choose it in reference to eterni- 
ty. If a man would wisely de- 
termine his mode of conduct in 
his proper business, he must 
determine it in reference to e- 
ternity. If a man would wise- 
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ly choose his place of residence, 
he must choose it in reference to 
eternity. Or if a man would in 
any instance, wisely determine 
what is his duty, he must deter- 
mine it in reference to eternity. 
The reason is obvious. Men 
ought, in all cases, in order to 
act wisely, to actin reference 
to their eternal good. They 
are living for eternity, and their 
eternal happiness is infinitely 
more important, than any tem- 
poral interest they can possibly 
secure. Hence our Saviour, 
who had a clear view of eterni- 
ty, demands, “ What is aman 
profited, if he gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul ? or 
what shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul ?” If men 
would live and act wisely in this 
life, they must liye and act un- 
der an habitual view of eternity, 
or seriously consider their latter 
end. For their future inter. 
ests as far surpass their pre- 
sent, in importance, as_ their 
future existence surpasses their 
present duration. + 

5. An habitual view of eter- 
nity will teach men how to feel 
and conduct, under all the dis- 
pensations of providence, wheth- 
er prosperous or adverse. Man- 
kind are extremely apt to con- 
sider temporal prosperity as the 
greatest good they can enjoy, 
and temporal adversity as the 
greatest evil they can suffer. 
And hence they appear to be 
happy or miserable according 
to their outward circumstances 
in life. And their great object 
appears to be, to obtain pros- 
perity, and avoid adversity. 
They seem to think, that if 
they can only gain the good 
things, and avoid the evil things 





in this life, they are acting the 












































































































382 The wisdom of an habitual 
wisest part, and securing the 
great end of their existence. 
But temporal prosperity and 
adversity appear very differently 
in the light of eternity. All 
temporal good and temporal 
evil, appear as nothing in the 
view of eternal good and eternal 
evil. The apostle said, “I 
reckon the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory 
that shall be revealed in us.” 
And again he said, “ Our light 
affliction which is but for a mo- 
ment, shall work for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” The good 
and evil things in this world, 
are so short in their duration, 
that they appear as light as van- 
ity in the view of everlasting 
good and evil. 

Accordingly we find, that 
many of the poor, the weak, 
the sickly, and the afflicted, are 
much happier in their adversi- 
ty, than the rich, the great, and 
the fortunate, in their prosper- 
ity. While men live in the ha- 
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the promises and threatenings of 
the gospel make little or no im- 
pression upon their minds. So 
our Saviour said in the parable 
of the gospel feast. Many 
made light of it, and went their 
way to their farms and merchan- 
dise, and worldly pursuits. The 
motives of the gospel are all ta- 
ken from eternal scenes and ob- 
jects, and therefore can have no 
influence upon those, who have 
no view of eternity. But while 
men realize, that they are soon 
to leave this world and every 
thing in it, and to go where 
they must remain for ever, the 
motives of the gospel appear 
the most alluring, or the most 
awful, that can be presented to 
probationers for eternity, and 
never fail to influence their ha- 
bitual feelings and conduct, 
Moses kept his eye upon eterni- 
ty, and lived as seeing Him who 
is invisible. The patriarchs 
kept eternity in view, and lived 
and acted, and suffered, in re- 
ference toa future and unsha- 
ken kingdom. The apostles 





















bitual view of eternity, nothing 
they enjoy or suffer of a tem- 
poral nature, has much weight 
upon their minds, or much in- 
fluence upon their highest en- 
joyments. It is comparatively 
easy to pass through this chan- 
ging world, while the eye and | 
the heart are fixed upon the | 
great and unchangeable objects 
of eternity. 


dy and habitual view of eterni- 
ty, in order to feel the weight, 
and act under the influence of 
the great and powerful motives 
of the gospel. While their 
hearts and thoughts are glewed 
to this world, and their inward 
thought is, that they shall live 
in it, and enjoy it for ever, all 
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6. Men must maintain a stea- | 


and primitive Christians rejol- 
ced as though they rejoiced not, 
and mourned as though they 
mourned not, and took the 
spoiling of their goods cheerfully, 
knowing that they had a more 
enduring substance, an inheri- 
tance incorruptible, undefiled 
and everlasting. In this light, 
all the motives of the gospel 
have their proper influence 
upon the hearts and conduct of 
men. They feel bound to 
obey and serve God, by the 
weight of future and eternal re- 
wards and punishments. And 
this is certainly a point of true 
wisdom, and stands opposed to 
the folly of being governed by 
lying vanities. 

7. Itis by habitually medita- 
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ting upon eternity, that men 
live ina practical preparation 
for death. It is this, which 
brings them to their latter end, 
conveys them to their long 
home. And it is on this ac- 
count, that death is so desira- 
ble, or so dreadful to mankind. 
But it is not dying merely, 
which renders death the king 
of terrors, but the eternal con- 
sequences which necessarily fol- 
low. Those who have familiatiz- 
ed and desire'the consequences 
of death, are prepared to meet 
it without dismay. And it is 
only by habitually meditating 
upon eternity, that men can be- 
come familiar with, and desi- 
rous of the everlasting conse- 
quences ofdeath. For this rea- 
son, it is so wise in men in time, 
to live in the view of eternity. 
It serves to destroy the sting of 
death and the terrors of the 
grave. It had this happy ef- 
fect upon Job, who loathed life, 
and lived waiting, till his change 
came. It had this effect upon 
David, who said to God, “I 
shall behold thy face in right- 
eousness ; I shall be satisfied, 
when I awake in thy likeness.” 
It had this effect upon Paul, 
who said, ** I amin a strait be- 
twixt two ; having a desire to 
depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better.” And it 
was in the lively. and joyful 
prospect of eternity, that old 
Simeon said, “ Now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace, ac- 
cording to thy word.” Thusit 
appears in every respect, a 
point of wisdom for men in 
time, to live in the habitual view 
of eternity, and daily consider 
their latter end. And what is 
wisdom is duty, and what is du- 
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highest moment to all men, 
who are equally hastening to 
their final and everlasting state. 


—t 


Memoirs of Deacon Cyril Car- 
penter. 


Extract from a Sermon deli- 
vered in Attleborough, East 
Precinct, from Psalm xii. 1. by 
Natuan Horan, Pastor of the 
Churchinthat place; occasioned 
by the death of Deacon Cyril 
Carpenter, who died with a can- 
cer in his face, which, in about 
a year and a half, consumed 
nearly one half of his face, and 
terminated his life on the 23d of 
Nov. 1811, in the 69th year of 
his age. 


ss UT it is time to apply the 

subject. This applica- 
tion you have doubtless antici- 
pated. You all suppose that our 
text was chosen in consequence 
of the late removal of one of the 
officers of this church to the 
world of spirits. And will you 
not unite with me in giving to 
deacon Carpenter the character 
of godly and upright? Many 
years ago, as he and others had 
reason to hope, God visited him 
with his special grace, and instam- 
ped his own divine image upon 
his heart. This change had a 
visible effect upon his life the 
remainder of his days. He em- 
braced the doctrines of grace 
contained in the word of God, 
and complied with the duties of 
the gospel. He aimed to walk 
in all the ordinances and com- 
mandments of the Lord blame- 
less. More than thirty years 





ty in this case, is a duty of the 





ago, he profeesed his faith in 
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Christ, and united with the 
church of God im this place.— 
For nearly twenty years he has 
filled the office of deacon with 
great reputation. You your- 
selves are witnesses that his 
walk has been upright, and his 
dealings with men irreproacha- 
ble. Neither his Christian nor 
moral character have been im- 
peeched. ‘Through natural dif- 
fidence his usefulness in public 
has been lessened. But iu his 
family, at his own house, and 
among his neighbors, he disco- 
vered much freedom in religious 
conversation, and great correct- 
ness in his knowledge of the doc- 
trines of grace. He delighted 
in the law of God. It was his 
meditation day and night. But 
notwithstanding the correctness 
of his sentiments, and the up- 
rightness of his life, he found in 
himself reason for daily repent- 
ance and deep humiliation. His 
hopes of future happincss were 
not built upon his own good 
works, but upon the sovereign 
grace of God through the atone- 
ment of Christ. His path was 
that of the just, which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect 
day. Though by his life and 
conversation, he had given great 
evidence of his real piety, yet in 
his last sickness he gave that 
which is greater, After his phy- 
sicians had told him that his 
disease was incurable, he was 
asked if it did not make him feel 
disagreeable ? To which he 
calmly replied, Not in the least. 
For more than a year, he had 
not the least expectation of liv- 
ing, or of having his disorder the 
least abated. Nor did he ever 
express a desire, not even when 
he requested public prayers, that 
he might live to get well. His 
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strongest desires were that he 
might patiently endure what 
God might be pleased to bring 
upon him. 

“ Perhaps no man, in this so. 
ciety, has ever endured so much, 
and such excruciating distress, 
as deacon Carpenter did. And 
yet he, probably, enjoyed more 
real happiness ‘in his last sick. 
ness than he ever had, in an 
equal number of months in all 
his life. He was favored with 
the comforting and supporting 
presence of God. At times his 
heart appeared to overflow with 
benevolent affections. He had 
strong desires to see sinners con- 
verted from the error of their 
ways, and this church enlarged. 
He took much satisfaction in 
reading and meditating upon 
the 14th part of the 119th Ps. 
in Dr. Watts’ version. His pa- 
tience and resignation appeared 
to be perfect. In his keen dis- 
tress, and through all his sick- 
ness, he never uttered a mur- 
muring word. He never would 
consent to have any thing differ- 
ent from what it was. He fully 
belicved in the particular pro- 
vidence of God. He often said, 
his sickness was a cup prepared 
for him, and then would add, 
The cup which my heavenly 
Father giveth me, shall I not 
drink it ? At one time, when in 
keen distress, his affectionate 
partner said to him, I would help 
you, if I could. He immediate- 
ly replied, If you could, per- 
haps it would not be for the 
best. At another time, it was 
observed to him, Your disorder, 
Sir, is a very painful one, would 
you not wish to have it remo- 
ved, and have some other disor- 
der which is not so distressing ? 
To which he meekly replied,— 











1812.] 


Déath of Mrs. Belden. 


385 


No, not unless it was God’s will. ; will, however, produce in your 


It was observed by his bed-side, 
when it was thought that he 
was too low to take any notice 
of what was gaid, That it is sur- 
prising that everlasting love 
should bring such a scene of dis- 
tress upon any of its objects. To 
which he immediately replied, 
It is strange we don’t love God 
more. It was then observed to 
him, I suppose you are willing 
to put off this tabernacle. To 
which he replied, I long to have 
the time coime; I long to be 
freed from this body of sin. He 
did not even mention this body 
of distress. He evidently had 
that hope which is an anchor of 
the soul, both sure and stedfast, 
and which entereth into that 
within the vail, where Jesus the 
forerunner hath entered.——~In 
view of these things, can we 
question his true piety, or doubt 
his dying in the Lord ? May we 
not confidently hope that he 
sleeps in Jesus, and that his rest 
is glorious ?” 


eae 2 a 


Extract froma letter from the 
Rev. Jonathan Belden, of Bris- 
tol, Maine, to a friend, com- 
mumcating an account. of the 
death of his wife. 


Bristox, 21st April, 1812. 


MY DEAR SIR, 
ERHAPS before you re- 
ceive this, the affecting 
information communicated by it 
may have reached your family. 
The death of my dear wife was 
sudden. It took placeon Wed- 
nesday, March 25th, at a quar- 
ter past 12 P.M. ‘The circum- 
stances of this distressing event 
Von. V. NO. 10. 








friendly heart, sensations of 
pleasure as well as pain. Con- 
trary to our fears, her reason 
continued to the very last. Her 
conversation and prayers ceased 
ouly with her breath. AsI was 
necessarily called some of the 
time from her chamber, much 
of her dying discourse escaped 
my hearing. The scene was s0 
instructive and interesting, that 
no description of the tongue, 
or pen, could do it justice. Veel- 
ing, solemnity, and manner, as 
they were here displayed, can- 
not be communicated. 

The day preceding her death, 
she said, “ [may recover, but 
I think it more probable I 
shall not. Iam not discompo- 
sed at the idea.” To her moth- 
er, “ You must die soon, I 
hope we shall meet in heaven!” 
To her husband at several 
times, “ Tell your people they 
must die. I fear the greater part 
of them are in the broad way 
to misery. ‘Tell them I warn 
them to flee from the wrath to 
come. I have lived a very un- 
profitable life. Ihope, should 
I recover from this sickness, it 
may be the means of bringing 
me nearer to God, and a renew- 
ed interest and zeal in his ser- 


vice. But I do not expect to 
live. Our connexion has been 
short. May my death be a 


sanctified affliction to you, and 
make you more engaged ina 
Saviour’s. cause. Live above 
the world. Preach like a dy- 
ing man to dying men. Tell 
your brethren they must die, 
and to preach like dying men to 
dying men. Pray with me and 
for me.” When going to ad- 
dress the throne of grace, she 
said, “Pray that I may be 
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wholly resigued te the will of 
God—make that the burden.” 
In the evening while paraphras- 
ing Rom. viii 17. speaking of the 
inheritance, as the purchase and 
gift of Christ—the purchase of 
his blood and the gift of his 
grace—she pleasantly remarked, 
“© yes, that is what makes it 
so dear to me.” The neigh- 
bors were very attentive, and 
she addressed them with much 
plainness. When a young wo- 
man came to see her, who had 
been a little time a member of 
her family, she manifested much 


concern for her conversion, and | 
happiness. Unable to say much, | 


she pointed mny eye towards her, 
wishing me to address her on 
the great subject of her eternal 
well being. “ Do speak, for me.” 
To Mrs. H.....she said, “ I have 
long lived under your roof, but 
I have to lament I have so 
greatly failed of my duty to 
you. O, flee from the wrath to 
come. Mind what I say to you, 
Health is the time to repent 
and prepare for death. It isa 
great thing to die. 





| 


I do not expect tolive. 0, pre. 
pare to die. Do not suppose } 
feel alarmed. Iam willing to 
die. O, what a mercy that I 
was enabled to prepare for death 
before this hour, and that now I 
have nothing to do but to die. 
I have no merit to plead. O no. 
There is nothing in my life to 
be depended on in sueh an 
hour. fF am the chief of sin. 
ners. Ihave no hope but in 
the sovereign, free grace of God. 
Jesus died to save the chief of 
sinners—He is all-sufficient. In 


‘him there is a fulness. I have 





no other hope. O, how up» 
worthy I am to hope—to ex. 
press any confidenec in him.” 
The doctor now eame in. 
“ Doctor, I am not afraid to die. 
Tell me plainly how long you 
think I shalt live.” Whena 
dear female friend observed, 
“ 7 had hoped to enjoy the hap- 
pincss of a longer aequaintance.” 
O, replied Mrs. B. “ That is of 
little consequence, I hope we 
shall spend an eternity together, 
—that will soon be here.” 


We need | Numbers stood weeping round 


all the evidence that a life spent | her bed in silent anguish, to 
in nearness to God can give, to | whom she said, * Don’t shed a 
support us in this trying hour. | tear for me. Weep for your- 


Do not think there is no reality 
in religion—O, there is a reali- 


ty init. O, prepare to die. I | 


thank you for all your kindness. 
You have been kind to me. 
May God reward you with his 
choicest blessings.” When ask- 
ed by a sister in the church, 
* Does it not appear a great thing 
to give up the world?” She 
said, “O no. My dear Hittle 
son, I believe I have idolized, 
but I think I can cheerfully re- 
sign hun up to God.” To 
«nother, “ The doctor thinks 
my situation more discouraging. 








selves. When first I took my 
chamber I did not feel prepared 
todie. But now I feel differ- 
ently. I have not the full as- 
surance of hope, but feel resign- 
ed to the will of God.” To 
ke she said, “ You 
have made a profession of reli- 
gion. How is it with you? 
Have you good evidence of am 
interest in Christ? O, it Is 
great privilege to be a Chris 
tian.” When this person ex- 
pressed much doubt, and that 
she once belicved herself to be 
the subiect of true conversion, 
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but had now much reason to 
fear, Mrs. B. remarked, “ That 
God never finally forsook his 
people, that if she ever had 
any true religion, she had it 
now, aud was truly interested 
in the unfailing promises. But, 
said she, be much ia prayer, 
and self-examination. God hath 
mercy on whom he will have 
mercy. There is my hope, and 
it is a sure foundation.” Ad- 
dressing all around her, she said, 
“ T am afraid some of you have 
no religion! Death is a melan- 
choly day to those that have no 
God. This is no time for flattery. 
O, make your peace with God. 
Come to Christ without delay. 
These are my dying words. I 
have done but little good since 
T came to this place. May my 
death be sanctified to this peo- 
ple. It will either harden or 
soften. QO, that it may be the 
means of awakening many to 
attend to the things of their 
peace. The people have been 
kind to me, for which I desire 
to praise God. But something 
more is necessary. ‘Though we 
give all our goods to feed the 

or, and have not charity, it 
profiteth nothing.” Raising her 
cold hands, and piercing eyes 
to God, she cried, “ O, I long 
for them all in the bonds of Je- 
sus Christ.” 

The last day of her life was 
a scene of victory. For a short 
time her mind was interrupted, 
and her peace assaulted, when a 
fearfui doubt arose whether she 
had not been deceived. Com- 
ing into her room, and hearing 
her complaint, I recited St. 
Paul’s asseveration: “For I know 
in whom I have believed, and 
am persucded that he is able to 
keep that which I have com- 
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mitted unto him against that 
day.’ She joyfully seized the 
promise, and said, “ O, that is 
the bible, and the bible must 
be true. There is no deceit in 
the word of Ged. I cau stiil 
trust in him. He will do all 
things well. I am now parched 
with thirst, but I kope to be 
shortly with my Saviour drink- 
ing at the streams that flow at 
his right hand. And yet it sur- 
prises me that I can entertain 
such hopes. O, I am the chief 
of sinners.” I said, * My dear, 
the blood of Jcsus Christ cleans- 
eth us from all sin.” O yes, 
said she, “ My soul is deeply 
defiled, but his blood can wash 
it all away. O precious Christ ! 
I cannot shed atear. God is 
very good. I believe I shall 
never shed another.” As the 
scene was now fast drawing to a 
close, and fears were entertain- 
ed that she might be deprived 
of her reason, she desired her 
children might be presented to 
her view once more. Our dear 
daughter and her brother came 
in, when she pressed upon them 
love to one another, and their 
father, and younger brother, and 
sister; always to speak the 
truth, and obey instruction— 
told them she was now dying— 
should see them no more, and 
that they must be good children. 
She kissed them tenderly, and 
fervently commended them to 
the protection and love of 
God. Here with emotions un- 
utterable, she bid them fare- 
well. Her infant was now pre- 
sented— To her mother,who pre- 
sented the tender babe with 
deep anguish of spirit, she 
said, “Dry up your tears !”— 
took her dear child, embraced 
and kissed him, saying, “ O, 
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you are dear to me, but you are 
mine no longer. I freely give 
you up to God. May he pre- 
serve you from the snares and 
dangers of an evil world.” Her 
dear infant daughter, now re- 
ceived her last and cold em- 
brace, when she drsired they 
might all be removed from her 
sight. I said, “ My dear, you 
have ne longer any ties to bind 
you to this world.” O no, said 
she, “I freely give up all, one 
thing as well as another. Come 
Lord Jesus, come quickly.” 
When it appeared to us that 
every thing wasnow done, and 
we were waiting lo sce her disso- 
lution, she opened her eyes in 
expressive smiles, and desired 
that the scene might close with 
a hymn of praise. Being ask- 
ed if she would chuse a hymn, 
she paused, and then repeated 
the first line of 126th Psalm. 
“When God revcal’d his gra- 
cious name,” &c. I read the 
psalm, and endeavored to sing, 
she sweetly joined, and was en- 
abled to sing many words, and 
some whole lines. When the 
lines were finished, she turned 
her eyes to God—prayed, and 
breathed out her soul into the 
bosom of the Redeemer. May 
we not with propriety say, How 
glorious is the gospel ! “‘ Thanks 
be unto God who giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.” 

I am, my dear friend, by 
great obligation, yours affcction- 
ately, in the best bonds. 


JONATHAN BELDEN. 


Missionary Letters. 
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The folloning lciters, were nrit. 


ten by Ladies, who are now 
nives of two of the American 
Foreign Missionaries, to am. 
other, all of whem have lately 
embarked for India. ; 


B...,...» August 29th, 1811. 


* IR letter, my dear Miss 

P was productive of 
sensations peculiarly pleasing. 
From the first intimation of your 
voluntary sacrifice of worldly 
happiness for the cause of 
Christ, I felt an attachment, 
which can only be known by 
those whose views and pros- 

ects are similar, and which has 
Increased, by your late affection- 
ate epistle. 

The idea of walking in the 
same path through lite, parta- 
king of the same trials and diffi- 
culties, induces me already to 
rank you with the number of 
my much loved friends, and in- 
clines me to write freely on a 
subject dear to us both. 

Our contemplated underta- 
king is great, arduous, and high- 
ly important. To enter a path 
untrod before by any American 
female, requires much previous 
consideration. The — subject 
should be thorougiily investiga- 
ted,and every argument in favor 
and against candidly weighed. 
If arguments in favor of fe- 
males accompanying missiona- 
ries toa heathen land prepon- 
derate, we ought impartially to 
examine ourselves, to see, if we 
possess those qualifications ab- 
solutely requisite for such aD 
undertaking. If through the 
mercy of God, we humbly dare 
to hope, he has in any measur¢ 
prepared us, should we no* s¢- 
riously and prayerfully searce 
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for the prevailing motive, which 
induces us to make the at- 
tempt ? Alife of self-denial is 
before us, and we must begin 
by cutting the most tender ties. 
"rhe paternal roof, and all that 
is endearing in the appellation 
of parent, sister and brother, 
must be forsaken, never to be 
seen more. The scenes of our 
piayful years, the companions 
of our lives, and the much loved 
circle who surround the social 
altar for prayer and praise, must 
no longer be enjoyed,but lost for 
ever. We must encounter the 
dangers of the deep, perhaps be 
taken by some foreign tyranni- 
cal power, separated from those 
we love, and if spared from im- 
Mediate death, condemned to 
drag out a wretched existence, 
in some gloomy prison, or -un- 
der the galling yoke of slavery 
and oppression. Butif preser- 
ved from trials like these, what 
awaits us in aheathen land }— 
Not the cheering salutations of 
long absent friends, but the un- 
couth dialect of an unknown 
tongue will every where sound 
in our ears. We shall be sur- 
rounded by those whose very 
countenances wear a terrific as- 
pect, who are destitute of a re- 
ligious principle by which to 
govern their actions, and whose 
consciences so dead as to cease 
to alarm when committing the 
most atrocious crimes. We 
must live in constant dread of 
those around, except when faith 
raises us above the fear of the 
power of creatures. 

Our bodies may be emacia- 
ted with sickness, our mental 
faculties lose their vigor in con- 
sequence of the sultry climate ; 
want, peril, and distress may 
every where attend us. We may 
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soon be called to part with our 
dearest earthly friends, and be 
left alone in a land of strangers. 
When we come to lie down on 
the bed of death, noparent orsis- 
ter will soften our dying pillow 
and wipe away ourtears ; nocon- 
genial friend to close our eyes 
and lay our bodies in the grave. 
Thus we may end our days in 
aheathen land. How gloomy, 
my dear girl, thi8 picture! And 
yet, have we not reason to ex- 
pect to find ita reality ? What 
motives are sufficient to induce 
us to enter a path so filled with 
briars and thorns? If the ob- 
ject which lies at the end, is not 
worth making all these sacrifi- 
ces and enduring all these trials, 
we shall sink and be discouraged 
before we get half through.— 
But if actuated from motives of 
sincere love to the Redeemer 
and ardent desire for the salva- 
tion of sinners, we have noth- 
ing tofear. He will strengthen 
and support us in every trying 
hour. Although he may ap- 
point for us a path full of dan- 
ger, yet he will provide a way 
for escape. He can easily take 
away those painful sensations of 
which a separation from our 
friends will be productive. If 
he deprives us of every other 
source of enjoyment, and gives 
us himself, we cannot be un- 
happy. If we must leave our 
parents, on whom we have been 
dependent, will it not lead us to 
feel the more need of having 
God for our Father, and to see 
more clearly our entire depend- 
ence on him ? Ifour sisters and 
social friends must be forsaken, 
may we not find sisters in each 
other, and erect the social fe- 
male altar in a land of pagans ? 
Perhaps we may induce some 
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of the wretched, degraded fe- 
males of India, to join with us 
in worshipping our heavenly 
Father. Perhaps we shall be the 
first to teach some listening, at- 
tentive child to lisp the praises 
of Jesus. O my dear sister, 
thoughts like these, are suffi- 
cient to excite in our hearts a 
wish to spend our days in a hea- 
then land. Yes, we will give 
up worldly happiness, joyfully 
encounter the dangers of the 
deep and the unknown trials 
that await us, at our place of 
destination. We have everything 
to engage us, for all heaven is 
engaged in the same glorious 
cause for which we humbly 
hope, we leave our native land. 
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* The sultry climes of India then 
we'll choose ; 

There will we toil and‘ sinners 
bands unloose ! 

There may we live, and draw our 
latest breath, 

And in our Jesus’ service meet a 
Stingless death !” 


Adieu, my dear girl, and be- 
lieve me your letters will ever 
enhance the felicity of your af- 
fectionate, 





I 
i i H...+.0+4) January 1 lth, 1812. 


e HE commencement of a 

correspondence with my 
| dear Miss P—— is attended with 
i many pleasant sensations 
| When one whom I love,though 
an entire stranger, addresses me 
by the endearing appellation of 
“ sister or friend,” I lose every 
embarrassment, and feel the 
same perfect freedom as when 
conversing personally with those 
companions, with whom I have 
spent the playful hours of 
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youth. Your affectionate letter 
met with a cordial reception.— 
The perusal of it increased the 
wish which I have long indul. 
ged, of being favored with an 
interview with you. The antici. 
pated separation from a beloved 
mother, afiectionate brothers 
and sisters, and other valued 
friends, strongly attaches my 
heart to those “ dear selected 
few” who will be my only asso- 
ciates, through the little rem- 
nant of my life. When eager. 
ly listening to the maternal ad- 
vice of the best of parents, or 
when attending to the accents of 
love which flow from the lips of 
brothers and sisters dear, I often 
say to myself, will my Father in 
Heaven condescend to grant me 
friends similar to these, in my 
dear Miss P yand my ever 
dear N ?— Oh yes, my 
heart replies,— they will in- 
struct, advise, reprove and love 
me too. When the accumula- 
ted difficulties of a missionary 
life depress my laboring bosom, 
they will direct my thoughts to 
that Saviour, who has kindly 
engaged to be the friend of the 
friendless,—the support of his 
believing children, =‘ Their 
prayers, their sympathy and 
love, will sweetly calm each ris- 
ing fear, and tranquillize my 
distressed soul. 
Nothing but an ardent wish 
of more extensive usefulness, 
first led my thoughts to the hea- 
then world. Favored by heaven 
with every temporal blessing 
heart could wish, a foreign coun- 
try could have no charm for 
me. Although I frequently con- 
template with pleasure a life so 
peculiarly devoted to the service 
of Gop ; yet the consciousnessof 
wanting many important quall- 
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fications which I know I do not 
possess, often creates a depres- 
sion of spirits, and a doubt with 
respect to duty. My youth, a 
slight education, so little vigor 
and strength of mind, so little 
piety;—these are obstacles, great 
indeed. I think it doce rejoice 
my heart that you my dear 
Miss P and N are so 
eminently qualified for the work 
of the mission. May you be 
made the favored instruments, 
of leading many wretched fe- 
male Indians, to the Lamb of 
God, who bled on Calvary. 
On the “ great day of dread de- 
cision,” may the miilions who 
have heard from your lips the 
way to heaven, rise up and call 
you blessed. The idea that an 
independent, sovereign Gop, of- 
ten uses the weakest instru- 
ments to promote his glory, and 
carry on his plans, frequently 
affords me encouragement. If 
he has any work for me todo 
in heathen lands, he will re- 
move every obstacle, qualify 
me for the important underta- 
king, and support me under 
every trial. 

Sabbath Eve. Ihave this day 
been to the house consecrated 
to the worship of the most 
high God. I have sat under 
the droppings of the sanctuary 
with great delight. The invi- 
ting sound of the glorious gos- 
pel, which bringeth life and sal- 
vation, has conveyed to my in- 
most soul, a sublime ardor, 
and heart-felt satisfaction, al- 
most unknown before. O, my 
sister, how valuable, how ex- 
eeedingly precious, is the reli- 
gion of Jesus! How unlike 
that of Mahomet, how different 
from any which the carnal heart 
can invent! How well is it adap- 
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ted to secure the eternal inter- 
est and happiness of all created 
intelligencies; ‘ how just to 
God, how safe for man !” While 
contemplating with rapture the 
superior excellency of the Chris- 
tian religion, does not your 
heart burn within you, at the 
anticipated prospect of its uni- 
versal promulgation throughout 
the world? The present state 
of the heathen is deplorable be- 
yond description. No star in 
the east directs them to the babe 
of Bethlehem. No sun of 
righteousness has arisen a- 
mongst them, to irradiate their 
benighted, dreary path. They 
spend thcir days in wretched- 
ness,strangers tothe consolations 
of the gospel, without a friend to 
point them to the Saviour of sin- 
ners, who alone can make them 
happy beyondthe grave. But 
faith looks over these” lowering 
“ mountains” and beholds with 
joy unutterable the millennial 
reign of peace andlove. The 
banks of the Ganges and the 
Indus, shall resound with the 
high-praises of Immanuel ;- re« 
deeming love shall be the theme 
of the Hindoo; it shall warble 
sweetly from the lips of the un- 
civilized Hottentots on Afric’s 
burning sands. The wandering, 
inhospitable Indians of our own 
dear native country, shall catch 
the sacred fire, and their hearts 
will beat in unison. Shall we, 
my dear’ Miss P—— be made 
instrumental in hastening this 
great revolution? Will our cov- 
enant Gop condescend to em- 
ploy us in his service, and bless 
our feeble efforts ? And shall we 
think any sacrifices too great to 
make for him? Oh no! Let us 
willingly take a last farewell of 








friends and native country, 
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cross the tempestuous ocean, 
and spend a self-denying, active 
life in the attempt of leading 
the females of Hindostan to 
that Jesus, whom we have found 
so precious toour souls. What 
if our lives are replete with 
hardships and afflictions ? 





Our journey here 
Though it be darksome, joyless, and 
forlorn 
Is a but short ; ere long our weary 
eet 


Shall greet the peaceful inn of last- 
ing rest. 


I have thought much of the 
plan you proposed, viz. of stu- 
dying some new language in or- 
der to acquire an eastern lan- 
guage with greater facility.— 
N—— and I have conversed up- 
on the subject, and have at 
length come to this conclusion ; 
that considering our present in- 
dispensable engagements, it 
would be very impracticable.— 
Were we to continue another 
year in America, I should en- 
ter upon the study with pleas- 
ure. Perhaps in the course of 
three months, if nothing in 
Providence should prevent, we 
may commence the voyage.— 
Would it not then be more for 
our own improvement, to de- 
vote our time to reading books 
calculated to excite a spirit of 
genuine piety, and prepare us 
for future trials and privations ? 
Mr. N is probably with 
you...When shall I see you both 
at H ? Will you not visit 
me in the spring ? Must I be 
deprived of an interview with 
you at my home? I wish much 
to introduce to you one of the 
best of mothers, and a circle 
of dear brothers and sisters.— 
It is buta short ride compara- 











tively speaking.............. 
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sresseisoreceeseeseeeee Will my friend 
forgive the freedom with which 
I have written. The effusions 
of your pen will always afford 
me the highest satisfaction. 

Miss P—— will often think 
of her sister 

H——. 
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Religious Charitable Society in 
the County of Worcesrer, 
( Mass.) 


ON the 20 th of May last, a 
respectable number of gentle- 
men from various towns in 
Worcester County met at the 
second parish in Sutton, for the 
purpose of forming themselves 
into a Society for the accom- 
plishment of several charitable 
objects of a religious nature. 
They adopted a Constitution, 
and chose a committee to pub- 
lish a suitable address. 


As preparatory to the intro- 
duction of the millennial glory 
of the Church of Christ, when 
the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of God, the minds 
of Christian people both in Eu- 
rope and America, have recent- 
ly been remarkably excited to 
the great and good object of 
evangelizing the world. Thou- 
sands and thousands of the 
friends of the Redeemer are 
now devoting their talents, and 
contributing generously of their 
substance, to forward the glori- 
ous cause, and with very desi- 
rable success. But the work is 


great, and calls for the united 
exertions of all the pious and be- 
nevolent throughout the Chris- 











tim commonwealth. Numer- 
ous institutions have already 
been formed to aid in edifying 
and extending the kingdom of 
Christ in the earth, and multi- 
plying the triumphs of grace 
among mankind. Nevertheless 
it is conceived, that all the 


requisite means, which exist | 


within the reach of Christian 
people, and which the necessi- 
ties of the case demand, are 
not yet put in operation ; and 
that much still remains to be 
done, both at home and abroad, 
to effect the reformation and 
salvation of mankind upon the 
plan of the Gospel. 


The Address of this Society to the 
Christian Publicis as follows : 


CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 

Tue period has arrived when 
extraordinary exertions are to 
be made, and a more diffusive 
and liberal charity is to be prac- 
tised in behalf of the Zion which 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ, hath 
bought with his blood. Chris- 
tians must lose sight of the 
decorations of life, and abstain 
from every measure and species 
of luxury, that they may lay up 
in store as much as they can 
possibly gather, to minister, as 
the various calls of Providence 
may be, to the spread of the 
knowledge of the Redeemer’s 
name through the earth. They 
must spurn with abhorrence 
every suggestion of a narrow, 
sparing selfishness. They must 
come forth to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty, with 
all the talents they possess, with 
all the influence they have over 
the minds of others, and with 
their silver and gold. They 
must say to the young apostles, 
whom the Lord of the harvest 
Vox. V. NO. 10. 
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is sending forth to the remote 
and unsubdued part of his in- 
heritance, Go, ye messengers of 
salvation, ye heralds of the 
Gospel of the blessed God, and 
preach the glad tidings of sal- 
vation to those who sit in the 
region and shadow of death, to 
the wretched, blinded, self-im- 
molating victims of an idola- 
trous superstition ; go to extend 
the boundaries, and to spread 
the triumphs of the kingdom 
of Jesus ; go, supported by our 
benefactions, and consoled with 
the reflection that our brotherly 
love and best wishes attend you. 

The excitement to benevolent 
effort, which has, within a few 
years, gone through the Chris- 
tian world, is extraordinary, but 
far from us be i..: thought that 
it has risen to its acme. Chris- 
tians are but beginning to a- 
wake. They bestow but a wa- 
vering and diffident attention 
upon the fulfilment of prophe- 
cy. They see but very indis- 
tinctly the ensign which is lifted 
up upon the mountains, and 
hear, as an uncertain sound, that 
trumpet which announces the 
approach of the Gospel-Jubilee. 
—Their pious sensibilities do 
some honor to the cause they 
have espoused ; but their hearts 
are, as yet, compared with what 
they should be, as hard as a 
rock. They must be all feel- 
ing. They must be absorbed 
in the one genuine principle of 
love. They must act according 
to the letter of the apostolic 
resolution, “ I determined not 
to know any thing among you 
save Jesus Christ and him cru- 
cified.” Their liberalities have 
been greater than have hereto- 
fore been witnessed. But they 
must be increased till all the 
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necessary uses, be brought into 
action to subserve the purposes 
of redeeming grace. 

The Society which now of- 
fers itself to your attention, is a 
fruit of that general excitement 
which has given rise to so many 
societics of a kindred nature in 
Europe and in America. Like 
them, it is wholly charitable, 
and religiously so. It has the 
same grand design in view, and 
means to move in most friendly | 
agreement with them. The | 
three particular objects which | 
it embraces terminate in this | 
design, and are thought to be, 
each of them, highly important. 
One of them is to give aid to 
pious young men, in indigent 
circumstances, whose minds 
have an inclination to the Gos- 
pel ministry, and who are pos- 
sessed of promising talents, that 
they may be introduced to it in 
a proper manner, that is, by an 
indispensable preparatory edu- 
cation. The g*ice of God is 
offering to us a number of such 
young men, and many more 
will be formed and presented 
by the renewing power of the 
Holy Spirit. Many of them 
will be wanted in the vast field 
ef missionary labor : many of 
them as Pastors in the new 
Churches which the hand of 
the Redeemer is planting, and 
will continue to plant, in the 
new settlements of our country. 
These Churches must be fur- 
nished with Pastors aiter God’s 
own heart, who shall feed them 
with knowledge and understand- 
ing. Many of them will be 
wanted to stand in the places 
of those Pastors whom death 
has removed from the Church 








militant to the Church trium- 
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property we can spare from; phant, and of those who, in 


succession, will follow them. 
Brethren, we have but to men- 
tion this object to excite your 
good dispositions towards the 
Society. 

Another object is to furnish 
a permanent auxiliary contri- 
bution to support the India mis- 
sion, which is in the care of the 
American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, 
hy whom the Christian public 
has been recently addressed. — 
fo the copious elucidations and 
correct statements of this Ad- 
dress you are referred, for a 
knowledge of the ground they 
propose to occupy, and for just 
views of the magnitude of the 
good they aim to effect. This 
mission will undoubtedly be en- 
larged. It will be expensive. 
And its support must be se- 
cured from permanent sources. 
The other object of this society 
is to afford pecuniary aid to 
Churches, who may have wax- 
en small in number, and feeble 
in regard to means of support- 
ing a Pastor. In consequence 
of the spread of infidelity and 
heresy, and an odious indiffer- 
ency to the institutions of re- 
ligion, narrowing the hearts of 
men, and making them unwil- 
ling to do any thing for its sup- 
port, many such Churches ex- 
ist. And their number will 
probably be increased. The 
members of these Churches, 
with the serious part of the 
congregations attached to them, 
would do as much as their tem- 
poral circumstances would be 
thought, by candid persons, to 
admit. But they cannot do so 
much as to afford a comfortable 
support to a Pastor, and defray 
the contingent expenses indis- 
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pensable to the maintainance of 
public worship. Could this sup- 
port be partly furnished from a 
charitable fund, a light, diffu- 
sing a gladdening lustre, might 
stand in their candlestick, and 
the appointed means for the 
salvation of men be in opera- 
tion, which would otherways be 
withdrawn. Pitiable indeed is 
the condition of those members 
of the spiritual family, who are 
deprived of the blessings of a 
kind and faithful Pastor, of pub- 
lic worship, and of the ordin- 
ances which our Lord has pro- 
vided to strengthen the faith 
and increase the comfort of his 
people. They are as sheep 
scattered upon barren and deso- 
late mountains, which no man 
careth for. And while we ex- 
tend a benevolent concern to 
the heathen of distant countries, 
we should by no means lose 
sight of the perishing and needy 
condition of the multitude of 
unbelievers, with whom we are 
connected in civil society, and 
by neighborly intercourse. 

Christian brethren, we must 
presume that your hearts are 
alive to the great interest to ad- 
vance which angels are minis- 
tering spirits, and the Son of 
God humbled himself to the 
tears of the garden, and the an- 
guish of the cross. We invite 
your attention to this Society. 
We ask you to take into con- 
sideration its character and de- 
sign. And we will not suppose 
that you can be slow to join with 
us, or fail of liberally contribu- 
ting, according as God hath 
prospered you, to the objects 
we have in view. 

In behalf of the Society, | 
SAMUEL AUSTIN, 2 Commit- 
JOSEPH GOFFE, tee. 

WoRCESTER, June 16, 1812. 
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{While Asia is remembered, Afri- 
ca must not be forgotten. The 
Editor extracts the following from 
the Christian Observer, hoping 
thereby to draw the attention of 
the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions to 
the long neglected country of 
Abyssinia. Some assistance af- 
forded to the ignorant Abyssinian 
church, will be the most power- 
ful means, and most direct path 
for spreading the Gospel through 
the vast interior regions of pagan 
Africa.] 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRIS- 
TIAN OBSERVER. 


HAVE been happy to per- 

ceive, of late, a growing at- 
tention to the religious state of 
Abyssinia ; and I am anxious 
to promote this disposition as 
much as possible, in the hope 
that our religious institutions, 
and particularly the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, may be 
induced to direct their efforts to 
this quarter. I should greatly 
doubt whether there be any 
part of the world where these 
efforts are more needed, or 
where they are likely to be at- 
tended with more immediately 
beneficial consequences. “ The 
Habassins,” says Geddes, in his 
Church History of Ethiopia, 
“do hold the scriptures to be 
the perfect rule of the Chris- 
tian faith, in so much that they 
deny it to be in the power ofa 
general council to oblige people 
to believe any thing as an arti- 
cle of faith, without an express 
warrant from thence.” (p. 31.) 
But while the Abyssinians do, 
with our own church, maintain 
this cardinal point of the suffi- 
ciency of the scriptures as a 
rule of faith, it appears, from 
the concurrent testimony of ail 
late travellers, that copies of 
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the scriptures have become ex-! nishes, perhaps, the earsest 


ceedingly rare among them. 
Even in their churches it is sel- 
dom that a compiete copy is to 
be fouind ; and among the great 
body of the people, few possess 
even a fragment of a Bible. 
One of the causes, doubtless, 
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medium of access into the very 
heart of Africa. The inter. 
course between Abyssinia and 
some of the great cities on the 
Niger is said to be constant. 
Saturate Abyssinia with scrip. 
tural light, and, through the di- 


is, that religion is at a low ebb | vine blessing, we may hope that 
among them. But this may be | it will stream even into that re- 
considered as an effect as well | gion of darkness. 


as a cause of the evil in ques- 
tion. 


| 


The hope that great good 


Where the art of prin- | will arise from such exertions, 


ting is unknown, and volumes | in favor of Abyssinia, asare here 
of such size must be transcribed | recommended, isstregthened by 
in order to be possessed, how- | a refence to the page of history, 
ever the zeal of individuals which shews us not only that 
may, for a time, multiply co- | there has existed in the govern. 
pies, yet experience proves that | ment of that country, and at 


this source of supply will ever 
be inadequate to the wants ofa 
people. 

In the case of a nation, how- 
ever, circumstanced es the 
Abyssinians now are, there are 
peculiarly strong inducements 
for giving them the Bible. 
They are not only Christians ia 
name, but their national creed 
appears in the main to be scrip- 
tural. Add to this, that the 
authority of the scriptures has 
always been held by them to be 
paramount to every other ; but 
that they do not possess the 
means of knowing what it is 
which this authority enjoins. 
To sucha people, what can be 
conceived 2 greater benefit than 
the circulating among them of 
the Word of God? And would 
not such a gift be likely to pro- 
duce something of the effect 
upon them which the discovery 
of the lost book of the law had 
upon King Josiah ? 

It must operate as a further 
encouragement to our religious 
societies to exert themselves in 
favor of Abyssinia, that it fur- 


| 
| 





no remote period, a strong de. 
sire (not well directed indeed,) 
to extend the influence of 
Christianity ; but that the body 
of the people could he induced, 
by no severity or suffering, to 
submit tothe unscriptural prac- 
tices of the Romish Church. 

A letter of David Emperor 
of Ethiopia, to King John LE. 
of Portugal, dated in 1524, has 
been preserved, and another to 
the Pope, of the same date. 
These letters commence, “ In 
the name of God, the Father 
Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and all things visible and 
invisible ; in the name of Jesus 
Christ, the San of God, who 
was‘the same with him from 
the beginning of the world, and 
who is light of light, and very 
God of very God ; and in the 
name of God the Holy Ghost, 
who is true God, and procee- 
deth from the Father.” 

To the king of Portugal, Da- 
vid thus writes :— 

“© lord my brother king, 
attend and apply yourself to the 
friendscip that was begun be- 
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twixt us by your father, and do 
not neglect to send letters and 
ambassadofs to us frequently ; 
for Iam extremely desirous to 
receive them from you, as from 
my-brother : and since we are 
both Christians, and the Ma- 
hometans, though wicked, are 
still in peace with allof their own 
sect, it is fitit should be the 
same betwixt us. And Ido de- 
clare, that for the future I will 
receive no embassy from the 
king of Egypt, nor from any 
of those kingdoms which have 
formerly sent ambassadors to 
us, nor from any other king 
but only from your highness, 
from whom I do earnestly de- 
sire to have them come ; for 
the Mahometan kings, by rea- 
son of the difference that is be- 
twixt us in religion, do never 
look upon me as their friend, 
and do only pretend to havea 
kindness for me, that they may 
trade with the more convenien- 
cy and security within my do- 
minions, from whence they 
draw great profit, exporting 
yearly great quantities of gold, 
whereof they are extremely 
covetous ; while at the same 
time they have no real friend- 
ship. for me, for which reason I 
take no pleasure in their gain ; 
but this, having been a custom 
of my ancestors, was to be en- 
dured ; though, after all, the 
only thing that hinders me from 
making war upon them, and 
confounding them, is the fear 
of provoking them thereby to 
violate and destroy the temple 
of Jerusalem, where the sep- 
ulchre of Christ is, which God 
hath been pleased to leave in 
the hands of those filthy Ma- 
hometans, and to demolish the 
churches that are in Egypt and 
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Syria. This isthe only cause 
why I do not invade and con- 
quer them, which I am sorry I 
am not at liberty to do. - 

“QO king, I can by no 
means rejoice in the Christian 
kings of Europe, who, as I am 
informed, do not agree in one 
heart, but are at war one with 
another. Be you all unanimous, 
and in friendship one with 
another. For my own part, 
had Ia Christian king in my 
neighborhood, I would never 
be absent from him. I do not 
know what to say of these mat- 
ters, nor what to do, since God 
seems to have ordained things 
to be as they are.” 

The following is an extract 
from his letter to the Pope :— 

“JT must expostulate with 
you, holy father : why do you 
not exhort the Christian kings, 
your sons, to lay down their 
arms, as becomes brethren, and 
to agree among themselves ; 
seeing they are all your sheep, 
and you are their pastor ? Your 
holiness is not ignorant of the 
gospel-commands, and of its 
having said, ‘ A kingdom divi- 
ded against itself cannot stand, 
but will become desolate.” For 
if those kings would but all 
join together, they would quick- 
ly destroy all the Mahometans, 
and with ease demolish the sep- 
ulchre of their false prophet. 
Apply yourself therefore to 
this, holy father, that so there 
may be a firm peace and con- 
federacy established among 
them, and exhort them to as- 
sist us, who are beseiged on all 
sides by wicked Mahometans 
and Moors. The Turks and 
Moors can assist one another, 
and their kingsand rulers do all 
agree together: I have a Ma- 
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hometan for my neighbor, who 
as constantly supplied with 
arms, horses, and all military 
weapons, by princes of his own 
sect, namely, the kings of In- 
dia, Persia, and Egypt. This 
is a great mortification to me, 
to see the enemies of the 
Christian religion enjoy peace, 
and live together like brethren ; 
and at the same time, to see 
Christian kings, my brethren, 
not in the least concerned at the 
injuries I endure; not one of 
them offering to succor me as 
becomes a Christian, notwith- 
standing the filthy sons of Ma- 
homet are always ready to suc- 
cor one another: not that I de- 
sire any soldiers of them, for I 
have enough of my own, and 
to spare ; but all that I desire 
of them, is only their prayers 
and supplications, and your ho- 
liness’ and my brethren’s favor. 
The reason why I want your 
friendship, is, that I may be 
furnished by you with such 
things as are necessary to ter- 
rify the Mahometans, the ene- 
mies of the name of Christ ; 
and that my neighbors may be 
made sensible of my being fa- 
vored by the Christian kings, 
my brethren, and of their being 
ready to assist me whenever 
there shail be occasion ; which 
would be much for the honor 
of all of us that are of the 
same faith and religion, and do 
intend to persist therein. 

** God fulfil your desires to 
the praise of Jesus Christ, and 
of God our Father, who is 
praised by all through all ages. 
And you, my lord and holy fa- 
ther, with all the saints of 
Christ at Rome, embrace mc ; 
and let all my subjects, and all 
that dwell in Ethiopia, be re- 
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ceived with the same embraces ; 
and let thanks be returned to 
Christ with your spirit.” 

The only use which the King 
of Portugal and the Pope made 
of this intercourse with Abys- 
sinia, was to attempt to reduce 
them to the obedience of the 
Roman Pontiff. Spendid mis- 
sions were sent thither with 
that view, and these missions 
were supported by Portuguese 
troops. For a time, one of the 
Abyssinian emperors was 
brought under the Romish 
yoke ; and he labored, with the 
aid of the Portuguese forces, 
to impose the same yoke on 
the necks of his subjects, 
long and bloody civil war was 
the consequence, in which, 
though the emperor was al- 
ways successful, yet he made 
ho progress in reconciling his 
subjects to the church of Rome. 
At length, disgusted with the 
insolence of the Romish mis- 
Sionaries, and shocked by a 
view of the misery and desola- 
tion which his adherence to 
them had brought on his coun- 
try, he at length decreed to drive 
them out of Abyssinia, and to 
restore the religion of the land 
to its former footing. This 
was the last act of the Empe- 
ror’s life, and happened about 
the year 1663. 


[7 be continued. | 


Extract of a Letter from a Gen- 
tleman in Rhode Island. 


*“ Tuere has been in Bristol, 
in this State, an unusual atten- 
tion to religion, for a few weeks. 
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About an hundred and fifty have 
already come forward to join 
the different churches ; about 
sixty the Episcopal—about fifty 
the Methodist—about forty the 
Congregationalist—and some 
the Baptist.” 


— + 
Anecdote of Mrs. W—. in India. 


OUR friend, Mrs. W. of the 
Fort, who invited the missiona- 
ries to preach in her house, 
made us a visit yesterday, with 
some others, for the first time. 
I was much gratified by the 
vealous spirit which she evin- 
ced, as wellas by her anxiety 
to join the church. She has 
hitherto waited to see if the 
Lord would bless her endeav- 
ors to draw her husband into 
the right way. See what a 
blessing this native woman aims 
to be to her European husband. 
She was, if I mistake not, be- 
fore he took her asa slave, a 
Hindoo of the vilest descrip- 
tion, This man was serjeant 
of artillery in the late war, un- 
der Lord Lake, and had an ac- 
tive part in most of the bloody 
conflicts of the time. This 
woman’s attachment to her 
partner was so strong, that she 
accompanied him in the heat of 
every battle, and often lent him 
a hand when exhausted, and sup- 
plied his place at the guns. In 
one of these scenes Mr. W. re- 
ceived a musket ball about the 





temples, which penetrated near- 
ly through his skull, carrying 
a part of the brass hoop of his 
hat along withit. He instantly 
dropped down, to all appear- 
ance dead. She, however, 
neither lost her fortitude nor 
her affection ; even in this try- 
ing moment, when, in addi- 
tion to the situation of her 
partner, the shot were falling 
like hail-stones about her own 
head, she took him upon her 
back, with the intent of per- 
forming the last friendly office, 
that of burying him, and car- 
ried him clear out of the scene 
of action! It pleased God to 
restore him ; and, to make the 
most grateful return he con- 
ceived himself capable of, on 
his recovery he made her his 
wife.—She is now a Christian. 


—2- + 


OBITUARY. 


DIED, at East Sudbury, 
(Mass.) Rev. Jozx Foster, 
aged 58, pastor of the church 
in that town. Dart. 1777. 

At Charleston, (S. C.) Rev, 
Cuar_rs FaBer, aged 80, a 
native of Germany. 

In S. Carolina, Rev. Wit- 
L1AM Crarkson, D. D. pastor 
of the United Churches on St. 
John and Wadmalaw Islands. 

At Charleston, (S. C.) Rev. 
Jacop Rumpu, one of the 
Ministers of the Methodist 


| Epis. Church in Charleston. 
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A PRAYER 


For Universal Peace. 


O haste the time, thou Prince of Peace, 
When war no more shall lift the shield ; 

But wrath, and strife, and lust of spoil, 
To thee their sanguine trophies yield. 


Repress-the horrid waste of life, 
Destroy the warrior’s trade in blood, 
And say, to all the tribes of earth, 
“ Be still, and know that I am God.” 


Lord Jesus, speed the promis’d day, 
When love shall hold unbounded reign, 

And union sheathe the flaming sword, 
That hangs o’er desolation’s plain. 


Oh! come, ye happy moments, come, 
When the whole earth shall own the Lord, 
And thou the Prince, the King of peace, 
In peace for ever be ador’d. 








Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
1812. 


Sept.19. From Rev. Joel T. Benedict, collected in new 
Ge «4 we cena 4 ot 6 Os eee 
From Rey. Eli Hyde, do. >. -.-.,tm 

Female Friends from Warren, State of New 
Ree ee Oe Melo et ti Oe eee Ue 
92. From Rev. Timothy Harris, collected in new 
| settlements, .-. . - . © + « «© - 8059 
eo 30. From Rev. Elihu Mason, do. do. . 


a 
wn 
L=) 








